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Efficient teamwork by Northill — at Silver Springs, Florida 
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Northill 
Every improvement in SCUBA* design is judged with 
special interest by the hardworking divers at Florida's 
famous Silver Springs. Their long hours ‘on location” 
make them expert critics. 

Their selection of the Northill Air-Lung, after careful 
study of all equipment available, is a wise choice to 
follow. 

In its design of the Air-Lung, Northill worked with 
another Garrett division — AiResearch. Manufacturer of 
cabin pressurizing equipment for almost every airline 
fleet in the world, AiResearch laboratories and engineers 
lead the field in air pressure controls. Their contribution 
to the fascinating underwater sport is an air lung that 
literally “breathes like a breeze.” 


Below are listed just a few of its scientific improvements 
in design and construction: 
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Precision-built regulator: The regulator has the sim- 
plicity of a single stage unit, but its performance is superior 
to all other present-day regulators, two-stage or single. 
Breathes easier, any depth, any position — than any other 
unit. 


Rugged construction: Every part of the Northill Air- 
Lung is strong and durable — no flimsy components. 
*SCUBA: Self-Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus 


Air-Lung Wi 
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Safety features: A foolproof regulator valve, a depth- 
compensated reserve air valve and a quick release harness 
make the Northill Air-Lung the world’s safest unit. 


Shut-off mouthpiece valve: Design prevents flood- 
ing and removes the need for non-return valves. 


Ease of maintenance: The Air-Lung can be completely 
cleaned and put together again in ten minutes with only a 
screwdriver. No calibration is necessary. 


Designed by the world leader 
in air pressure controls 


Used and approved by the U.S. Navy. 


Northill Company,Inc.s-5 : 


FREE brochure 9851 South Sepulveda Boulevard, Los Angeles 45, Calif. : 





A subsidiary of TH Ganzer) ION 


: | am interested in an underwater swimming unit. Please 
: send me your free brochure on the AIR-LUNG. 


Name 





Street 
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Another First in 
Water Sports by 
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Cat. Mo. 1620 
HOPE-PAGE VALVE 








lope-Page Valve which has won enthusiastic $ 04 
icceptance and recognition as the best non- patho 
‘eturn valve SCUBA mouthpiece in the field! 


-omes to you with incomparable new features! 


» Now made of an amazing thermo-phenolic developed especially for Healthways! @ Tough, rugged, lightweight! 

Positively non-corrosive, non-absorbent! 

New design off-set mouthpiece port, places valve in ideal position...rests comfortably...perfectly balanced... 

no mouth strain! 

New uniform diameter... result of newly engineered inside curved exhaust opening! (See diagram below) 

® Newly designed “soft as velvet” mouthpiece ...the most comfortable mouthpiece made! 

® The same famous patented Hope-Page non-mechanical valve action... tested, tried, proven, trouble-free... 
no water can enter regulator mechanism! Complete with 2 hose clamps... ready to use... goes on in a jiffy! 

@ Healthways Hope-Page Non-Return Valve for SCUBA is the world’s foremost “safety first” precision unit! The 
patented Hope-Page design permits removal and replacement of mouthpiece while submerged ... no incon- 
venience or loss of time trying to clear breathing hose! A slight exhalation clears all water! 

®@ Absolutely foolproof... performance guaranteed! 

@ This remarkable Healthways product sold till now for $14.95 to $24.95 comes to you with amazing improve- 
ments for only $7.95 . . . made possible by Healthways skilled research and development organization and 
mass production distribution! Be safe! Be sure! For every SCUBA... buy Healthways Hope-Page Valve onl 


if 

accept no substitutes! Ty) | 
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Don’t miss HEALTHWAYS fabulous new 
1956 line of water sports and sports 
diving equipment...see the amazing “SEA- 
HORSE” 2-man submarine...displayed at 
the 1956 National Sporting Goods Show, 
Feb. 5-9, Morrison Hotel, Chicago! 


ALTHWAYS 
pe cee 3669 SEVENTH AVENUE cf oe 
LOS ANGELES 18. CALIFORNIA #* 
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DEADLINE FOR ALL COPY 
Advertisements—Manuscripts—P hotographs 
First of Month prior to date of Publication 
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ADVERTISING RATES UPON REQUEST 


CLUB REPORTS are submitted bi-monthly by club publicity representa- 
tive, one typewritten page, double spaced, 200 words per report. 
Address all correspondence to: 
The SKIN DIVER 
P. O. Box 128 
Lynwood, California, U.S.A. 
Manuscripts and material are submitted free and released for publication, 
becoming the property of The Skin Diver, unless previous copyrights 
exist. The Editors do not necessarily agree with, nor stand responsible 
for, opinions and statements expressed or implied by others than 
themselves 
Printed by Commonwealth Press, Inc., Los Angeles 15, California 
Editorial offices at 10364 State St., Lynwood, Calif. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
One Year - $3.00 Two Year - $5.00 Five Year - $10.00 
Outside U.S. (one year) - $4.00 
Territory of Hawaii Representative: Clifford Spencer, 1639 Kapiolani 
Bivd., Honolulu 14, Hawaii 
New York Representative: Richard Crosby, Box 482, Freeport, New York. 


San Diego Representative: Jim Merten, 633 Missouri Street, San Diego 9, 
California. Ph.: HUdson 8-6876. 


British Subscription Representative: Peter F. Hobson, 79, Southbrook 
Road, Countess Wear, Exeter, England. One Yr. Subscription Rate: 28/6d. 








UNDERWATER CLUBS 


Register with “Skin Diver’’ and be included on our 1956 Roster. 
This Roster will be published in the magazine and copies will 
be sent to potential members who wish to join clubs. 

Send a post card to us at 


BOX 128, LYNWOOD, CALIFORNIA 











JANUARY COVER 


Scuba* diver at work — skin diving with a Scuba unit, this 
underwater addict can easily free the entangled anchor from the 
rocks. This same operation performed by a helmet and hose man 
would prove to be a costly and unpractical task. Scuba units 
have proven themselves very versatile and are taking the place 
of the old tin-hats in many regions of the world. Bob Kimes is 
the diver. Photo by Parry Bivens. 


*Self Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus. 
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news briefs and jim crax ... 


editorial. - 


DUE TO MANY CHANGES in the officers and addresses of 
the skin diving clubs around the nation, we are going to agair 
publish an underwater roster. Our former club lists have been 
well used but are now out of date and obsolete. Have your club 
secretary forward your current club name and address to us in 
the very near future. We have found that the roster is important 
. . « business people use it to take a measure of the sports size 
. . . individual divers use it to locate a club to join .. . clubs use 
it to correspond with each other . . . activity chairmen use the 
roster to make quick contacts with the underwater world, so 
register soon and be included. A post card is fine. 


LYLE DAVIS, of Queensland, Australia, is leading a group of 
thirsty divers on an expedition to recover the cargo of the 
“Scottish Prince.” The Prince, a metal windjammer, sank in the 
shallows about 50 miles south of Brisbane, Australia, in 1880, 
The cargo?? an estimated 100 tons of old, mellow, glorious Scotch 
whiskey!!! 

THE SKIN DIVER is currently running a short survey within 
its readership. If you happen to get one of these forms, please 
fill in your opinions and return immediately. I want to thank 
those that have already returned the survey sheet for their frank 
and honest opinions. Your answers will help us in the future inj 
compiling this magazine. 


THERE IS QUITE a hassle going on at the present time 
about the underwater signaling systems. Several systems have 
been presented. We believe that these signals will, for the mou 
part, be used by divers with breathing apparatus and for the sake 
of safety and common sense that they should all be made with 
one arm employing a wide, sweeping movement. We have tried 
several of the proposed signs under normal conditions and hav 
been confused. The given signal must be very clear and distine 
tive to be somewhat understood by the other fellow underwate; 
Possibly you have some bright ideas of the perfect system. 


THE SKIN DIVER has collected dozens of air stations fo 
the listing of same in the near future. We didn’t know ther 
were so many ... but, we do know of several that we haven! 
heard from. Mexico, Caribbean, Canada and U. S. diving air 
stations ... send us a post card. The listing as published in the 
magazine should be complete. 

B-B-r-rrr!! ICE DIVERS . .. 1 want pictures of you in 
action. I think you are unique. spectacular and outstanding!! 
— pictures for publication before summer comes and w 
thaw out. 
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SKIN DIVING SUIT 
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BEAVER OF LA JOLLA Engineering Development Corp. 
P. O. Box 348, La Jolla, California 305 American Trust Building 
Tel. GL. 4-5141 Berkeley 4, California 
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ABOVE — Hiding in the dark recesses of a cave 160 feet below the 
surface of the water the dangerous Conger eel poses before the 
camera of Dimitri Rebikoff. Shutter speed 1/20 sec., F:11. flash 
interval 1/1000 sec. with Aquar correction lens. 


BARNIER taking stereo photographs along an underwater cliff 
covered with a beautiful gorgonian formation. Depth, 110 feet. 
This remarkable picture was also made by Dimitri Rebikoff using 
a Electron Flash Torpedo. F:11 — 1/20 sec. 
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© New air reserve design permits optional opera- 
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PATENTED ® 





the finest, easiest to use self- 
contained underwater breathing 
apparatus in the world! 


Tested — Tried — and Proven! Used 
exclusively by Ed Fisher in world’s record 
24 hour underwater endurance dive featured in 
Life Magazine. 


INCOMPARABLE FEATURES: 


* Because the Divair is a true demand type Regulator 
breathing is effortless — quickest — yet makes air 
supply last longest! You get air only when you want 
it and need it — none wasted! Follows normal human 
breathing principle. 


FLASH! NEW 
LOW PRICE 
EFFECTIVE 
JANUARY Ist! 
CAT. No. DI-C 


Divair complete with 
tank and harness 
Retail 
® Safe — Efficient! With only six moveable parts the 
Divair is easiest to maintain — simplicity of design 
guarantees longest trouble free service! 
© New amazing guaranteed non-corrosive high-impact 


impregnated fibreglass main casting eliminates forever 
any possibility of corrosion or electrolysis! 


All Divair components are made of finest materials 
obtainable — rugged heavy construction throughout! 
The new Divair has been put through every possible 
grueling test, and come through with flying colors! 


New high pressure block and valve seat assembly posi- 
tively prevents air leakage! 


¢ Divair Regulator exclusive built-in air reserve 
means tanks can be bought separately when 
desired — no separate air reserve valves neces- 
sary! Reserve is factory set to give six to 15 ah 
minutes positive reserve air supply — is easily sie 
adjusted if desired! 


NWS 


WN 


















tion with finger tip lever or standard easy to 
reach pull rod—This is an exclusive! 


All Divair fittings are standard including 
valve! You can buy a Divair Regulator only 
and use it on your own tank. The Divair is 
built for everyone! . 


¢ Tested, tried and proven — for beginners 
and experts alike! Backed by Healthways 
100%. It’s the best buy in the field! 


Divair Regulator comes complete with built-in 
non-return check valves in mouthpiece—hel ps 
prevent water flooding hoses. A slight ex- 
halation clears all water in an instant! 


bd 
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Divair Regulator with built-in 
air safety reserve and pull-rod 


CAT. No. D-R Retail: $67.50 


HEALTHWAYS ONE YEAR DIVAIR 
REGULATOR WARRANTY AND 
LIFETIME SERVICE POLICY 


Now Healthways new Divair carries a sensational 


ONE YEAR FACTORY WARRANTY and AMAZING 












Ponca fs LIFETIME SERVICE POLICY! 
SOLICITED rr A va One year factory warranty guarantees that the Divair is 


3669 SEVENTH AVENUE . 
LOS ANGELES 18 CALIFORNIA 








tops in workmanship and materials! Lifetime service policy 
provides that the Divair Regulator may be returned at any time 
after Warranty Period for complete overhaul, renewing and 
replacement of all parts where necessary—total cost $5.00, plus 
an additional manufacturer’s cost of $1.00 per hose if replace- 
ment is necessary or requested! No other manufacturer backs 
their product with a comparable warranty and service! 








Now you can buy Healthways amaz- 
ing SNORKAIR SCUBA from your 
sporting goods dealer. . . retail 

$39.95 


HEALTHWAYS .. - THE WORLD'S MOST COMPLETE LINE OF WATER SPORTS AND SPORTS DIVING EQUIPMENT! 
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Letters 


and chit-chat... 








Hi Editors: 


I must say the magazine has improved 
considerably this last year with the color 
cover and the excellent articles on pho- 
tography. I am mainly interested in pho- 
tography as applied to the world beneath 
the surface of these coral atolls. 

Picture a reef a hundreds yards from 
shore where you can slip over a low tide 
into water as clear as any in the mid- 
Pacific Ocean where you can’t see 
over the deep ledge beyond because of 
the hundreds of fish that confront you. 

This is Canton Island. I have been 
here three years now and never really 
get bored with the place. Ever see or 
hear of a place where you can pick up 
flying fish on the shore? Our channel 
where the tide runs in and out of the 
lagoon is the place . . . and you can 
watch the yellow fin Tuna jump and 
chase the flying fish. That’s where we 
gather bait for trolling. 

Outside we have Wahoo (Ono) and 
Barracuda and Tuna (Ahi) and Ulua that 
we catch on flying fish bait. The channel 
is too turbulent for trolling and spear- 
fishing. Several square .miles of lagoon 
race in and out with the tides. I have 
photographed the Mantas in schools in 
the channel. They always swim toward 
the current in the stream and when a 
school is sighted we run up-stream for a 


af 


\ 


EGEDIO CRESSI and GUSTAV DALLA VALLE casually chat after a successful day of 


ways and swim out and then drift down 
to them. 
Earl Rhodes 
Canton Island 
South Pacific 
(Ed. note: Earl, that is no place to end 
the letter . . . what happens next?) 


Dear Sirs: 

I received the first copy of “Skin 
Diver” and was very pleased with, it. 
The color photography was remarkable. 
| am very interested in getting in touch 
with a skin diver on the East Coast who 
would be interested in corresponding 
with me. There are very few other peo- 
ple than myself here in Bermuda, who 
have ever heard of an Aqua-Lung and 
so it is almost impossible for me to ever 
learn anything new-—in fact anything— 
about diving. So I thought that if I could 
contact someone on the East Coast who 
really knows what’s what in the diving 
world I would be able to get some good 
advice and possibly I would be of some 
help to the other person. I would like 
to learn the if’s, but’s and and’s about 
equipment especially . . . and that’s some- 
thing that I haven’t learned from the 
many books I have read. 

Hopefully, 
David B. Wadson 
c/o T. J. Wadson & Son 
Hamilton, Bermuda 





diving at Catalina Island, California. Cressi, a veteran diver and underwater equipment 
manufacturer, was amazed at the lush, beautiful kept gardens he found at Catalina. 


Observers in the water that cold brisk day noted that Mr. Cressi was the only one who 


didn’t need a rubber suit. 
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Dear Sirs: 

I would like to call to your attention 
an interpretation of the game laws which 
is currently rumored about to become 
effected in the area from Monterey north- 
ward; i.e., that the use of the snorke! is 
prohibited in the taking of abalone as it 
is an “underwater breathing device” and 
as such is not allowed. 

I trust that this ridiculous interpreta- 
tion is merely a local phenomenon, and 
not an actual department policy, as the 
snorkel in no way falls under the provi- 
sion in the law regarding lung use in 
taking abalone; at least not in the sense 
I’m sure the law intends. 

The main value of the snorkel is not 
in the taking of anything other than a 
good breath while resting on the water 
surface; the abalone locating and prying 
are still a matter of personal skill and 
experience. I certainly can’t stay down 
where the abalones are any longer with 
a snorkel than I could before I learned 
to use one; though certainly the swirn- 
ming is easier. 

If this rumor is based on fact, it would 
certainly seem apropos to bring it to the 
attention of the various organizations 
with which the magazine is in contact, 
and get this straight with the Fish and 
Game Department. 

Gordon Sproul, M.D. 


San Francisco, California 


(Ed. answer) This subject was brought 
up at the recent Council meeting and 
discussed at length by divers and F&G 
representatives attending. The present 
law regarding the taking of abalone does 
not specifically say that snorkels can be 
used (also, it does not say that snorkels 
cannot be used). Maybe the law is old- 
er than the use of snorkels. The Calif. 
Council is going to enter a request to 
amend the regulation to include the use 
of “breathing tubes” to the definition of 
equipment that can be used while diving 
for abalone. 


Northeast Council 


Membership Drive 
By GARNETT E. MAJOR 


During the past several months many 
clubs and individual skindivers have ex- 
pressed a desire to join the Northeast 
Council of Skin Diving Clubs as a result 
of their well managed tournaments and 
very successful anti-legislation program 
during the past season. 

The Council has hundreds of members 
and scores of club memberships. Special 
considerations for organized clubs are 
available, when certain qualification re- 
quirements are met. All east coast in- 
dividuals and clubs are invited to join. 
For information please write to; 

Northeast Council of Skin Diving 
Clubs, P. O. Box 42, Shawsheen Village, 
Massachusetts. 
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How to... 


INCREASE YOUR 
BREATH 


holding ability through 


the intake of 





IRON 











By TED LEVCHENKO 





TED LEVCHENKO, Ken Simpson and Frank Stock, East 
Coast Champions, after their successful win of the 
1955 National Underwater Spearfishing Championships 
. .. making them the National Champs. The meet was 
held at Catalina Island, Calif. 


As was shown in a previous article the oxygen carrying capa- 
city of the blood, the capacity for oxygen intake and the rate 
of oxygen delivery to the tissues is dependent upon an improved 
oxygen uptake of the blood. The use of vitamin Bl is an essen- 
tial factor in these processes and this leads us to a considera- 
tion of the blood. 

We now deal with another important inclusion into the diet 
of exeryone who wants to be able to stay down longer. As stay- 
ing under the water is so important a part of skin diving, | do 
not doubt that everyone who reads this would like to be able to 
stay down indefinitely. 

The most limiting factor to staying underwater for long 
periods is the accumulation of carbon dioxide and the lack of 
oxygen. The amount of oxygen that can be taken up depends 
upon the ventilation of the lungs, the oxygen carrying capacity 
of the blood, the unloading power of the blood and the output of 
the heart. 

Oxygen supply depends upon the ability of the blood to hold 
oxygen. This depends upon the number and condition of the 
red blood cells and the quantity of hemoglobin in them. Even 
Doctors mistakenly assume a normal red blood cell supply to 
indicate a normal hemoglobin content. This is not so; they 
are independent of each other. 

The most important constituent of red blood cells is a colored 
protein known as hemoglobin. Hemoglobin constitutes one 
third of the red blood cells and is composed of a protein, globin, 
and hematin, which contains iron. The value of the red blood 
cell lies almost entirely in its iron. 

In the development of red blood cells. hemoglobin is added. 
This hemoglobin consists of the iron containing red pigment 
(heme) combined with a protein substance (globin). It is the 
hemoglobin that gives the red blood cells their ability to pick 
up oxygen in the lungs. Iron is a vital raw material required 
by the red blood cells. It is essential to everyone especially the 
skin diver, to have enough iron in the body to keep the product 
of hemoglobin up to the normal rate. If iron is lacking. the 
amount of hemoglobin is lowered and subsequently. the total 
number of red blood cells is reduced. The best food sources 
of iron are meats. especially liver. Eggs, green leaved vegeta- 
bles. whole grain breads and cereals. legumes. fruits and mo- 
lasses are other sources of iron. 

Anemia is a medical term referring to lack of red blood cells 
or the proper amount of hemoglobin. Probably many of us 
have low grade anemias and can help ourselves by following 
anti-anemia procedures. The procedures used for anemias are 
too drastic for consideration here, but the principles of increas- 
ing our oxygen carrying cells are equally applicable for those 
wishing to increase their oxygen holding ability. The hemo- 
globin content depends upon adequate iron in the diet. Since 
there may be a thirty percent variation among the normal hemo- 
globin content of normal persons (that is 85 to 115% ) the skin 
diver, even though so called normal or not anemic, can improve 
his normal hemoglobin by thirty percent or better. 

Diminution in the number of red blood cells below normal. 
which may vary 30 percent. means essentially. a reduction of 
hemoglobin and oxygen carrying power of the blood. A similar 
condition exists when the red blood cells are not supplied with 
their full complement of hemoglobin during the period of erv- 
throgenesis (formation of red blood cells) because of insuff- 
cient stores of iron. Therefore. not only must there be an ade- 
quate number of cells. but each cell must be saturated with 
hemoglobin if the blood is to perform its normal functions. 

If the iron in the blood exceeds the bodily demands. the iron 
is brought to the bone marrow, the spleen and especially to the 
liver. Here, after uniting with the protein to form ferritin, it 
is stored until needed in the formation of new hemoglobin. In 
other words. the excessive iron taken in above normal needs 
may be stored for diving demands. This is somewhat analagous 
to an air reserve on artificial diving lungs. 

At high altitudes or high temperatures. red blood cells be- 

(Continued on Page 25) 
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CHUCK STURGILL, “the old wal. 
rus’, as he is often called, has without 
a doubt seen more of the underwater Pa- 
cific Coast terrain, especially the Palos 
Verdes area, than any other diver in 
California. Here’s an underwater man 
that after 20 years of underwater ex- 
ploring still professes that skin diving 
is the most fascinating of sports. He has 
competed every year in Underwater 
Spearfishing Competitions and was a 





YOUR MASK is the member of the Southern California Skin 
mneSs EPersaNs pLSeS Divers Club team that won the 1951 Na- 
of equipment you : ‘ : : 

wear when skin div- tional Championship at Laguna Beach, 


ing. It must fit firmly 
yet comfortably and : a ; s 
with a perfect seal to of his own design in 1936 after trying a 


avoid leaking and un- Japanese mask loaned him by Bill ©’ 
due discomfort. : 


Calif. Chuck started diving with a mask 


Connor, another old timer in skin diving. 
Previous to this time, without a mask, 
he had done what is called, “feeling for 
abalone”, the forerunner of diving 
around the globe: sighting and feeling 
for your prey from the surface. Chuck 
has always been an inventor of a sort 
and much of the equipment now in use 
had his blessing years ago. THE FOL- 
LOWING PICTURES will show you 
how he builds masks for himself and a 
few close friends, where a special fit is 





needed. 


Need a special fit... 2? Want to “Do-It-Yourself”... ? 


LETS BUILD A MASK 


STEP 1 STEP 2 — 
FIVE-INCH O.D. SOFT RUBBER HOSE is used in buila- 22-GAUGE STAINLESS STEEL makes a fine band for the 
ing the home made mask. Rough-shaped to fit the contours mask when formed around a mold of the same diameter as 





of the forehead, temple and upper lip. the final O.D. of the finished mask. 
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erwater Pa “ia = =Groove for glass 


should be 3/32" deep. 
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: STEP 6 — 
Chuck f° a 
GRIND SLOWLY and 

a Sort |earefully, fitting the 

in use |mask to your face 
a often to insure a per- 
E FOL- fect fit. All rough 
yw vougedges may be re- 
moved by hand sand- 
ing. 


f snd a 
al fit is 


CHUCK EXAMINES his newly made mask and presents it for your 
approval, The head strap is attached and all that is needed now 
is a dunking in the briny blue. All the materials needed for the 
construction of the mask may be obtained from a salvage store. 





Photos by Ron Church 


STEP 3 — STEP 5 
FORM THE BAND EVENLY and smoothly around the mold, OVAL OR ROUND GLASS can now be inserted into the 


being careful not to pound too hard and crack the thin mask and the band fitted and tightened. Look in mirror 
metal. Strap attachment can now be soldered to the band. and make mental note of where to grind to fit. 














THREE HUNDRED TWENTY FEET 


... the Lasy Way 


By JIM POL 


Putting gases under pressure is one of man’s greatest achieve- 
ments. Just look around you and you will see compressed gases 
doing many wonderful and remarkable things. Perhaps one of 
the most remarkable is the ability of man using compressed air 
to descend into the depths of oceans, lakes, and rivers. 


This achievement is not without it’s unique problems. The 
danger of “bends” has been overcome by the use of diving 
tables. As man began to use self contained apparatus the danger 
of nitrogen narcosis increased as the individual diver has only 
his own impaired faculties on which to rely to bring himself to 
the surface or overcome whatever contingency may arise. The 
man using regulation deep sea diving gear has his tender on the 
surface to assist him. 

The narcotic effect of nitrogen can be lessened by the use of 
a helium oxygen mixture, but the average “SCUBA” diver is 
neither able to attain nor afford this mixture. 

Every lung diver who descends below 130 feet is affected to 
some degree by narcosis and will reach a point where it is dan- 
gerous to go deeper due to his inability to control the narcotic 
symptoms. He is in grave danger at these depths if he is unable 
to recognize the symptoms in time. 


For several months a few of us have had many serious dis- 
cussions about how deep we should go on any dive and the 
possibility of not being able to determine the danger signals 
of “raptures of the deep”. As we often dive along a deep canyon 
running into Carmel Deep collecting specimens and taking pic- 
tures, we are well aware that it would be hard to get aid to any 
diver from the surface. We decided that the way to solve our 
problem would be to experience full narcosis so as to determine 
our individual reactions and so be able to recognize our own 
depth limitations. 


De Marsh, Jack Thorton, Julius Siddon, all members of the 
“Pacific Grove Looney Gooneys”, and myself enlisted the aid 
of Glen Minard who has had much greater experience in such 
matters. He arranged for us to use a pressure chamber and 
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agreed to be our safety man inside the chamber during our test 
dive. 

On the morning of October 24 De Marsh, met me with his 
latest improved regulator which he was to test in the chamber. 
We transfered his gear from his car to mine and waved goodby 
to Sydney, his wife, who looked a bit nervous. At the chamber 
we met the others who were impatiently waiting. They pushed 
us inside with little ceremony which ruined my carefully prac- 
tised pose of nonchalance. Julius grinned at us as the hatch 
slammed shut. He stayed on the outside as an observer. 


Jack donned his double tank rig while De Marsh opened the 
valve on his 38 cubic foot bottle. Glen stationed himself where 
he could see everyone’s face and he able to run the inside con- 
trols. | made myself comfortable and tried to calm my impulse 
to chew my nails. Glen checked with the outside technicians 
and opened the air valve. Immediately the roar of the air began 
and the temperature rose. 

If you have any tendency towards claustrophobia this is sure 
to bring it out. 

At 40 feet I had trouble with clearing my right ear and Glen 
slowed the descent momentarily. At 80 feet the air was no- 
ticeably hotter. At 160 feet all of us noticed the first signs of 
narcosis. My particular symptom being a funny feeling in the 
pit of my stomach. Twenty feet deeper Jack signaled that the 
symptoms he felt were getting stronger. At this point everyone 
looked and acted normal. At 240 feet a surge of narcosis hit 
and from that point on I found that I had to concentrate to 
keep taking notes. As I looked across at Jack and found my 
vision had narrowed so that even in this small space the other 
two were not visible unless I looked directly at them. 

At 280 feet the rapture hit us all like a sledge hammer. | 
suddenly had a befuddled excited feeling and the noise of the 
air seemed to increase and grow faster and faster. Voices 
sounded high and squeeky. Jack said something and De Marsh 
laughed. To me it sounded as though the laugh started and 

(Continued on Page 20) 
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FRED GREEN prowling the Okinawian depths with a camera. Sea snakes in these waters 


reach the length of seven feet. 


OKINAWA 
REVIEW 


By DAVE MOLLER 


Sharks, cudas, mantas, morays, sea 
snakes, and turtles make the diving in- 
teresting though we’ve never had any 
real trouble with them. Last summer 
while diving off the deserted shores at 
the north end of the island, Fred Green, 
the backbone of our club, was too en- 
grossed with exploring, while lung div- 
ing, to notice a ten foot shark trailing 
about six feet behind him. One of the 
other boys had a lung on, and seeing 
this slightly alarming situation, went 
down to introduce Green to his com- 
panion. As they both turned to face the 
scavenger, it fled into the blue depths 
beyond the reef. 


Another of our better divers, Bob 
Morgan, swam through a coral reef by 
means of a deep crevice and came out 
on the opposite side to find a fifteen foot 
manta making playful gestures in front 
of him. Needless to say, he was happy 


when the giant ray apparently decided 
he was a poor playmate and glided off. 

Giant clams are plentiful off the north- 
ern shores and we've found that their 
muscles, when sliced and fried, make fine 
eating. Longoostas. or Caribbean type 
lobsters, over-populate the many caves 
along our shores and help keep us well 
fed on weekend excursions. 

Though the octopus can change colors 
to blend in perfectly with the back 
ground, we generally encounter a couple 
on every trip. The largest ones we have 
taken were only six feet across, but I 
imagine there are some good sized ones 
out in deep water. Our Okinawian 
houseboys come along occasionally and 
boil up our eight armed friends when 
we reach the shore. They had a hard 
time getting us to eat any, but when we 
did, we were surprised to find it tasted 
a lot like lobster. It takes a good set of 


teeth though, because it’s tougher than 
any twelve-year-old hen you'll ever eat. 


Several ships sunk here during World 
War II make interesting exploring. The 
Okinawian divers who reach sixty foot 
depths with just a pair of cheap goggles 
have looted the ships of any thing 
worthwhile, but fish inhabit the passage- 
ways and dimly lighted rooms below 
decks. Most of the edible fish near the 
shores seldom weigh over fifteen pounds, 
although swordfish and tuna are plenti- 
ful in deeper water. 


Last Winter I labored over an under- 
water camera case for my Argus C-3 and 
finally, with the available materials, 
came up with a crude metal box into 
which fingers from rubber gloves pro- 
trude to operate the camera satisfac- 
torily. A brass valve stem brazed on the 
back enables me to pressurize it and 
keep the plastic window from cracking. 
We were all happy with the results of our 
first photographs, but of course we hope 
the pictures will improve as time goes on. 
The clear water at the north end permits 
easy Vision at fifty feet. but here on the 
southern tip, twenty-five feet is as good 
as it gets due to the harbors and boat 
traffic. The boats range from ocean 
liners to Chinese Junks, not to mention 
the many dug-out type crafts that the 
Okinawian fishermen sail and paddle 
around with great agility. 


There are some striped sea snakes in 
these waters that reach lengths up to 
seven feet. They have always caused a 
controversy in our club, because the 
Okinawians swear they are harmless, 
while the encyclopedia contains a picture 
of an identical snake and states that they 
are a relation of the cobra and very 
deadly. I speared one and after landing 
and killing it, we examined it’s mouth. 
It contained many small teeth and what 
appeared to be two minute fangs. We 
would like to know for sure if they are 
poisonous, but no one wants to be the 
guinea pig. 

Last winter we were called out by 
some security investigators to retrieve 
some aircraft machine guns that were 
apparently stolen from the Air Force and 
dumped off the side of a reef for some 
unknown reason. Altogether there were 
six guns brought up in excellent condi- 
tion along with a few bushel baskets full 
of still packaged parts. we never heard 
if they “Got their man”, but thoroughly 
enjoyed our part in the game. 


Diving has always been my favorite 
means of recreation and I plan to keep 
it that way. Four of us are going to buy 
a schooner after being discharged next 
year and make a tour of the seas until 
we settle down enough to be satisfied with 
diving in one area for the rest of our 
lives. °*™ 
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utobiography 


of a 
Shin Diver 


(By request of Skin Diver Magazine) 


By PHILIP NASH 


In 1934 when I was ten I got my first pair of water goggles. 
I wore these in swimming pools, and in a fresh water lake in 
Maine. The water in this lake was quite clear, and the fish 
were about two inches long. During the second world war | 
once swam out to a little reef near the beach at Oro Bay in New 
Guinea, but I had no goggles. I tried to overcome this lack by 
screwing my half-closed fists tight against my eye sockets, and 
by catching bubbles of air from my mouth against my eyeballs, 
forming an air to water surface so | could see clearly. This did 
not work very well. And this finishes my early history in skin 
diving. 

In June 1948 I made my first trip to the Caribbean. At St. 
Thomas I| found a store which sold me a pair of Voit swim 
fins, and a heavy round face-plate. On St. John, the little island 
near St. Thomas, I found another store with a display board 
mounting a cheap mask, a little pair of flippers, and a hand 
spear of wood which had a trident head. I used to go out for 
hours with this spear and paddle up and down the beaches and 
the reefs. From the very beginning the underwater world both 
attracted and terrified me. I need not tell you what beauty is 
to be found in every tropic coral reef; the terrors you do not 
hear so much about, and the ones I found then seem pretty 
silly now. One morning, for instance, at St. John, I was a little 
way from shore and turned to look out into the deeper water, 
and I saw a barracuda. I had never seen one, but had been 
strongly warned and especially by those who lived in these 
islands, that these fish were fantastically savage and dangerous. 
So there it was, looking at me, aiming at me. and as soon as 
I unfroze somewhat. I began moving back in toward the beach. 
The fish moved in with me, and when the water was no more 
than knee deep. I broke off looking at him, stood up in a hurry 
and hopped out on the sand. 


Then in July 1948 I went to Haiti: there I met Gustav Dalla 
Valle, who got there in May of that year. He was busy building 
his glass-bottomed boat, and organizing the first spearfishing 
that Haiti had ever seen. The first time I went out with him 
was with a party of five, and I can see us all now. in eight feet 
of water, in a circle like the covered wagons. and with a three 
and a half foot barracuda circling us like an Apache. I tell vou. 
it was a thrill. No one knew how barracuda acted, now how 















they would react if attacked by a man. I was afraid to be alone 


in the water all that summer, and all during the next trip I took 
to Haiti, which was in the summer of 1950. 

Back in New York in the fall of 1948, I took a copyright out 
on the name “International Underwater Spearfishing Associa- 
tion”, and wrote letters to all the chambers of commerce in 


towns along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts, to find out about water 
conditions and spearfishing possibilities. No one ever heard of 
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ON THE SHORES of tropical La Gonave island in the Caribbean|looke 


Philip Nash found his most rememberable skin diving ... . and 


a few nightmares. In 


one ¢ 
Haiti 
the sport. I did not follow through with this vague idea of afthe re 
spearfishing group, because the organizational end of spearfish-fested 
ing really did not appeal to me. I tried then to design a simple re-Junder 
breathing device which would permit one to stay down with-{Alan 
out tanks, just using one breath of air, and of course failed. _neede 
tract 
ahead 


f 


Just before Christmas 1951 I came back to Haiti. I got so 
fed up down there waiting on other people, who were always too 
busy to go out spearfishing, that I finally got one Haitian boy. 


and he and I got on board a native sailboat with my spears, skinf‘T 


Caribbean 


as oe 


idea of a 
spearfish- 
simple re- 
wn with: 
failed. 

| got so 
lways too 
itian boy. 
ears, skin 


diving equipment, blanket, water, medi- 
cines and about eight dollars. We sailed 
all night beneath the moon, and arrived 
before dawn at Anse a Galets, the capital 
of the island of La Gonave. 


Four days I spent there, fishing a 
truly untouched reef. alone in the water. 
but with a rowboat following me: the 
water was pure and blue, the fish so 
plentiful that in the first three quarters 
of an hour I took eight, and perhaps a 
total of seventy in all those four days. 
It was a period I shall never forget, it 
was so entirely new in my experience. 
Here were walls of coral dropping 30 
feet down to white sand, and the face 
of the rocks was alive with big and 
litt fish. There was another thing too: 
I wus alone in the water for hours each 
day. and so much was this on my mind 
that at night when I lay down to sleep 
I was afflicted with waking nightmares of 
sharks, great black caves in the corals. 
fier‘e barracudas, and so on. After ten 
minutes these would pass, and I would 
go fast asleep, waking in the morning 
realy to go out again. 


Hiere on this trip and later. I have 
found the spring spearguns entirely de- 
pendable. Those heavy spears crashing 
into the head or spine of a fish are ab- 
solutely effective. 


Lately I have tried the Hawaiian sling. 
using the strongest surgical rubber tub- 
ing I can pull back, and it is far and 
away the most sporting way to kill fish. 
[ have heard a lot of baloney about how 
far away you can kill fish, and I find 
that the Hawaiian sling, with the strong- 
est rubber bands, can actually perforate 
a fish at fifteen feet. I have measured 
these distances. And once, on a slightly 
downhill shot, I knocked scales off a par- 
rot fish, at thirty-five feet. This I meas- 
ured afterward. 


In the summer of 1951 I saw my first 
underwater films. They were in perfect 
color, taken with the Fenjohn camera, by 
Mr. William Glazier of New York. He 
made an expedition into the Bahamas 
with the Museum of Natural History. 
and the Museum most kindly gave me 
all kinds of useful information on mak- 
ing underwater films. I then found a 
Fenjohn in Abercrombie and Fitch, and 
looked it over carefully. 


In April of 1952 I was able to get 
one of these, and went right down to 
Haiti to make my first tests. Gustav saw 
the results of these: he had been inter- 
ested for months in trying to make an 
underwater film, had the backing of 
lan Connell of Fort Worth, but just 
needed a cameraman. We signed a con- 
tract a week or two later. and I went 
ahead all summer making more tests. 
an’ familiarizing myself with this cam- 
era 


It was Gustav’s idea to make an un- 
derwater film of spearfishing and real 
action, with nothing faked or staged 
and our entire film was shot on location 
in Haiti, the underwater action on a 
great unexplored barrier reef off Caracol 
on the north coast. This reef was the 
finest place to go fishing I have ever 
Not so much for the size of the 
fish, which were certainly large enough 
except for giant groupers which did not 
live here: but there were so many fish, 
the water was so clear, the reef so gi- 
gantic, that words cannot properly de- 
scribe the life in this underwater prov- 
ince twelve miles long. 


seen. 


For four weeks we racketted back and 
forth, from one end to the other of its 
vast extent. until we had fished every 
foot of it perhaps five times. We worked 


The Compleat 
GOGGLER 


° . 
ACT MACTIE EL aals 

Watch for this book to be re- 
printed in “Skin Diver” beginning 
in the March issue. The Compleat 
Goggler is the first book ever writ- 
ten about goggle fishing and will 
hold your undivided attention from 
beginning to end. ‘This book is now 
out-of-print and much in demand 
the world over. “Skin Diver” is very 
fortunate in being able to bring the 
text and illustrations of this great 
00k to you. The Compleat Gog- 
gler will be published in four series. 
First issued in 1934, the book has 
never been equaled by any other... 


Watch for it... 


Starts in March!!! 
Exclusively in 
“THE SKIN DIVER” 


all day long through the month of Octo- 
ber 1952, spending up to seven hours 
at a time in the water and it was here 
I got my best impression of Gustav as 
a spearfisherman. Certainly he is the 
finest I have ever watched in action. It 
was not only a question of his shooting 
straight, or of his diving deep and stay- 
ing under for a long time. for training 
can give a man these faculties: in addi- 
tion, Gustav was able to do these things 
properly before a camera. To see what 
I mean, just try waiting to shoot a fish, 
but not just until it is close enough to 
shoot: wait until it is in position for 
the cameraman too. Also, I observed his 
ability to learn. When we came to make 
that film none of us had had any sub- 
stantial experience with sharks. We did 
not know. any of us. how a shark acts 
when it is shot. In spite of this, twice, 
when Gustav cornered a mackerel shark, 


he shot it with his Cernia, and it is my 
guess that most of us would hesitate 
getting a wounded shark on the other 
end of a nylon line seven feet long, 
underwater. 

We had a lung with us, for me to 
wear. It was useless. because it slowed 
me down. We shot the entire film with- 
out breathing aids. 

Gustav also learned as he went along 
to hook nurse sharks with a little gaff 
of mine about a foot long, and to go 
for a ride with these animals until the 
hook would pull out of their skin. 


Now it does not matter that Bahamian 
lads today wrestle with nurse sharks, 
nor that men in Florida are making pin- 
cushions of leopard sharks with their 
CO2 guns. The important thing is that 
we did not at this time know any more 
about sharks than an Eskimo does, and 
that the whole shark business was brand 
new to us, and that where a lot of other 
men might have climbed up into that 
nice rowboat we had along, when the 
sharks appeared, Gustav was out in front 
of the camera doing all these things. A 
lot of people can talk now about any 
kind of fish as an old friend, but there 
was not much of this talk around in 
October 1952. and none at all that I ever 
heard. 

Sharks? Well, I have never seen one 
over seven feet long. Any fish knows 
when you can see him underwater, and 
any shark is apt to swim up and have a 
nice close look at you as long as he 
knows you do not yet see him. Then 
when he finds out that you are aware of 
him, he usually swims off. But the next 
one may be different. 


I met up with one which was ninety 
per cent different at Inagua in the Ba- 
hamas in April 1953. and he gave me my 
most offbeat adventure. I had shot my 
Hawaiian spear into a small mackerel. 
and the fish lay on the bottom in fifteen 
feet of clear water. All I had in my 
hands was the piece of bamboo with 
the rubber bands on it. I looked around 
once to make sure of what was in the 
water with me before I dove. There was. 
in the very same water, a mackerel shark 
of about five feet, and it lay beside me 
with its nose no more than ten inches 
from my left hip. For half a minute it 
staved so close I could have hit that nose. 
This was not my intention at that time. 
Then it went away. and I got into the 
dinghy we had, and breathe some of 
that good salt air. 

Today. I will definitely not ignore any 
nearby shark. However. I have seen 
sharks feed, and feel moderately confi- 
dent that a shark which means business 
will let me know it in time for me to 
protect myself. But that is all I will 


say. = 
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NAVYMAN-DIVER Alex Scheflo comes up out of the ruins of wreck. Four divers aboard the USS Worcester made camera. 


Join the Navy and see the... 


UNDERWATER 
WORLD 


In our present era of prosperity, man 
has gone far and wide to follow up newer 
and more interesting diversions in his 
leisure time. On board the light cruiser 
USS Worcester (CL-144), four men 
have combined Navy careers with their 
favorite hobby and now enjoy the sport 
of underwater photography. 


The quest of the sea and what lies in 
its mysterious depths has long been the 
desire of Nat Fain, Seaman, USN, the 
ship’s photographer. Before enlisting 
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in the Navy, Fain searched the waters 
nearby his hometown, Daytona Beach, 
Florida. Although completely equipped 
for underwater fishing, the problem of 
photographing deep sea life in its natural 
habitat still remained for Fain when he 
reported on board the Worcester for 
duty. 

During the course of regular duties, 
Fain became acquainted with three other 
underwater enthusiasts—Alex Scheflo, 
of North Dakota; Bob Provencher. of 
Maine: and Bob Brown, of Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

A combination of four minds, pa- 
tience, determination and spare time re- 
sulted in the blueprints of a unit that 
would withstand tremendous pressure 
and float, yet contain a camera, electro- 
nic flash unit, and batteries. 

Compiling all available information 
and materials, a bronze shell was con- 
structed with various devices enabling 
the photographer to regulate the focus- 
ing dial, aperture. lens speed, and wind 
the film. 


This summer the light cruiser left her 
home port, Boston, Mass., for a tour of 
duty with the U. S. Sixth Fleet in the 
Mediterranean Sea. While there, the 
four underwater devotees donned their 
deep sea paraphernalia (swim fins, Aqua 
Lungs, spear guns, and knives) and 
searched for rays, eels, and other sea 
life while the photographer captured]s 
their findings on film. 

Their adventuresome exploits included 
marine archaeology in many European 
ports. In one undersea exploration at 
Rhodes, Greece, Greek amphores (wine 
jugs) and vases were found and photo-[¢ 
graphed. Dr. Loyarities, Head of Ar 
chaeological Research for the Dodeca fs 
nese Island. later proved them to be re- 
lics from the second or third century 
B. C. 

In January, the Worcester will travel 
to the West coast and join the U. 5. 
Seventh Fleet. The opportunity now 
awaits these men to dive in the Pacific]y 
after a year of underwater spori in the 
Atlantic. = 








Skin Diving... 








We have read many fine accounts in 
the SKIN DiveR magazine of west coast 
skin diving exploits. There also may 
Ihave been articles which the writer 
missd seeing regarding the sport as it 
is practised in Hawaii. However, having 
ecently had the fine opportunity to visit 
he “tourist” island of Oahu in the 
Islands, perhaps another article would 
mot |e amiss, particularly concerning, in 
my »pinion, two of the top notch skin 
livers at Waikiki. 


T» meet, and talk to or dive with gen- 
jal Val (Valentine) and his attractive 
and effervescent wife Lorraine, instills 
feeling of not only having found true 
avaiian hospitality, but also that you 
have been diving with folks who really 
Mow their skin diving. Both American, 
Wal and Lorraine have enjoyed diving 
in }lawaiian waters for a good many 
years. As we West Coasters know, they. 
he lucky people, obviously don’t have 
9 be encumbered by rubber suits and 
bold water. While the water near the 
Bhore is a pleasant 70 degrees (you just 
get “wet” — no cold shock). 




































While on the subject of the water 
there, the bottom scenery may be de- 
scribed as either being white strips of 
fine white sand between groups of forma- 
er left herftions of fascinating coral structures 
a tour offforming caves, tunnels, sudden deep val- 
eet in thefleys or else unusual castles built on the 
here, theforiginal lava rock structure. Seaweed 
ined theirfor other sea bottom vegetation is sur- 
ins, Aqua-}prisingly nearly non-existent. or if any, 
ves) andfclose in toward shore in the form of sea 
other seaflettuce. The very colorful fish of many 
captured|shapes and sizes are almost beyond de- 
sription. While the fish are very timid 
s includedjand not of any size to interest a spear- 
Europeanffisherman, you very often feel like you 
oration at{were swimming around in a stateside 
res (wine}aquarium, where only such unusual fish 
nd photo-fran generally be seen by West Coasters. 
id of Ar-[The fish here are timid from having been 
> Dodeca-fspeared by so many native spearmen, 
to be refwho, not apparently wanting to go out 
d centuryfinto the deeper and colder water for the 
big size, prize the smaller ones for eating 
will traveljpurposes. It was my experience tho’, 
the U. S.Jalter awhile. to find that for pure obser- 
nity nowj’ation or camera shot purposes, that if 
he Pacific]you approach them cautiously, then re- 
ori in the}ma:n still for a short period, some of 
the more venturesome species will return 


era. 





HAWAIIAN STYLE 


By JACK C. HARKNESS 


to see what kind of a creature you are 
and what you are doing. 

An occasional shark or moray eel can 
be expected to be seen in the deeper 
water, but Val or Lorraine, while re- 
spectful of such creatures, are quick to 
point out that a shark or eel in these 
waters will not generally attack, unless 
(like any wild animal) you get them 
cornered. 

Turtles are also to be found occasion- 
ally here once in a while. It was espe- 
cially amazing to the writer to learn 
from Lorraine that she had free dove 
some 40-feet down to capture a fair 
sized turtle barehanded — and she has 
the shell hanging on their apartment wall 
to prove it! These folks think nothing of 
free diving 30 or 40-feet for most of 
their hunting. Val will show you a very 








































“VAL” VALENTINE 
of Waikiki Beach. 
Note the goggles that 
this active diver and 
businessman uses. 
Photo by Jack Hark- 


ness. 


impressive and gorgeous collection of 
huge conch and trumpet shells they have 
acquired as a hobby, all generally at 40- 
foot depth. 

Lorraine uses only a face mask and 
fins in the way of equipment — and has 
an effortlessly graceful swimming style, 
as does Val also. Val uses only fins and 
wooden framed goggles which he built 
himself, claiming that the one piece 
wooden frame nestles the glass eye pieces 
closer to the eyes, giving less magnifi- 
cation and without the distortion found 
with two piece goggles. He is currently 
experimenting with his goggle frame to 
provide air equalization at depth. By a 
unique idea of using two perfume atom- 
izer bulbs. each fastened externally to 
the right and left side of the goggle 
frame, by using a small pipe which is 
vented into the inside of each goggle 
eye cavity. Air pressure in the eye cav- 
ity is thus equalized by the water pres- 
sure squeezing the bulbs. 

These are the main high lights of a 
very special skin diving experience. In 
closing this description, the writer would 
like to say that if any of vou are for- 
tunate enough to be contemplating visit- 
ing Waikiki — you will be sure of true 
Hawaiian hospitality at Val’s shop on the 
beach front near the Moana Hotel, and 
of meeting a grand couple. = 











Depth and Altitude... 





The Man from 





WORLDS 


By CDR. R. L. “ZEKE CORMIER 


aE eaten TS OER! NA AD AED EN: 


CDR. “ZEKE” CORMIER fully dressed for his first world .. . high 


altitude and unencumbered flight in free space. The uniform 






























I have been an avid skin diver for many many years and 


still find it fascinating and exciting. In this job of jet aviation, shown here prepares him for a world that man was not intended for. 
excitement is a by-word, but in spite of its many thrills, the 

| diversification and interest of the under water world is still a with some of the present members of the “Bottom-Scratchers 

big thrill to me. Club” of LaJolla, California. Of course, starting in those days 

I was very fortunate in being one of the early underwater was just a matter of getting fitted with the Japanese type gog- 

enthusiasts in the Southern California area starting in 1936 gles and exploring some of the rocks and caverns of the LaJolla 


cove and the area of Casa Manana. Looking back, I can remem: 
ber just a handful of interested swimmers and as you can well 
imagine, the hunting in those days was exceptionally good. 
Abalone was to be had close ashore and, of course, lobsters 
were in comparative abundance. My early acquaintance in div: 
ing was supplemented by some wonderful experiences in. the 
Southern Pacific Island area during the war. . . diving not only 
with some of the local natives but with a few of the real en 
thusiasts. In most instances this required homemade gear, but 
the fortunate few who had an “in” with the early UDT boys 
came up with some interesting pieces of equipment and were 
certainly the envy of the native-type divers. The indigenous 
divers were for the most part after edible fish and except for 
a few of the young, more adventuresome swimmers stayed fair- 
ly close to the ever-present reef shelf. Those of us who 
swam with them ventured many times off into areas beyond 
the reef but always with a little anxiety, for the older natives 
had a great appreciation for the treachery of the reef barrie! 
and also for those gray shapes that cruised around . . . always 
there somewhere . . . and cautioned us constantly about biting 
off more than we could chew. This was my first introduction 
to the presence of Mr. Shark—truly a frightening experience 
when he was initially encountered. However. we learned some 
of the interesting tricks of the trade from the native divers and 





CDR. CORMIER in the cockpit of his lead plane. As Officer-in- * 2 
Charge of the “Blue Angels” he leads his group in flight demon- I’m sure showed them a few feats of sheer audacity or at leas 
strations around the nation, visiting every major city. foolhardiness with some of our exploits. 
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7 eee 
THE SECOND WORLD ... vastly different from the first world. 
In skin diving Zeke finds the same freedom of motion. Each 
opposite has its equal. Above are Henry Liegel. Skelly Wilbur, 
Bol Awtrey, “Zeke” Cormier and kneeling Chuck Floyd. Picture 
was made off Punta Banda, Baja California. 


i think my most enjoyable job overseas after the war was 
duing my two-year tour on Guam—the principal reason being 
that we enjoyed some of the best skin diving I have yet to 
experience anywhere. Large game was prevalent and accessible, 
buxs of assorted sizes were also abundant and easy to get. The 
biy game was there, principally the jewfish and tuna species, 
when we had the courage to tackle animals of that size with our 
primitive gear. Fortunately. we had a small nucleus of very 
avid sportsmen and not a day passed that some of us didn’t 
get in the water for a quick exploration of new hunting grounds 
or exploiting some of the established spots. As I mentioned, 
our gear was relatively primitive especially in view of the 
modern and elaborate equipment used even by some of the 
neophyte divers today. It consisted mainly of the flippers, an 
old-fashioned mask face plate, a short sheathed knife, and a 
slingshot type three-eights-inch monel spear. Luckily, we had a 
large supply on hand for in many instances the large game 
merely swam away into the depths carrying one or two of our 
very precious weapons. 


During this time, we endeavored to make local air trips 
periodically to the various islands in the Marianas group, Sai- 
pan, Rota, Tinian, which proved to be some of the most out- 
standing underwater hunting expeditions yet encountered. Much 
of our time on these expeditions, especially on Saipan, was 
spent foraging through the many vehicular hulks resting on the 
bottom along the few landing beaches employed during the 
invasion of the Japanese held island. It was a grim reminder 
of the tough and sacrificial landing the Marine troops made 
across the reefs and onto the beach, but it certainly provided 
interesting little nooks and cranies for the multitude of strange 
and exotic creatures that abound in those tropical waters. The 
giant Tridacna was always fair game and always a real chal- 
lenge—though sometimes dangerous. 


Upon my return to the states, I joined a group of divers, all 
service personnel, and enjoyed some very productive diving in 
and around the waters at the Naval Air Station, North Island. 
San Diego, California. This was an extreme change from the 
type of skin diving we were doing in the islands—that Southern 
California water gets damn cold. This was my first effort with 
the exposure suit and I am not certain yet that I enjoyed it as 
much as the earlier days when paraphernalia was a rich man’s 
luxury, but it was necessary for vear round diving as you well 
know and once you are addicted to this sort of thing. you just 
can’t give it up because of a little old rubber suit. Unfortu- 


nately, my tour of duty, because of the Korean situation, al- 
lowed me to pursue the underwater sport intermittently and as 
a result, | have never taken the time nor had the opportunity 
to join an organized skin divers club. It’s a terrific idea and 
a wonderful opportunity for some of the young swimmers in 
the various regions that enjoy diving and particularly so since 
the experienced boys can pass on some of the “trial and error” 
lessons to some of the young troops. 

Since being attached to the “Blue Angels.” I have had very 
few chances to explore the waters in and around Pensacola, 
Florida, but from previous duty here in this area, | know that 
there are some very avid skin divers here and have a favorite 
spot just outside the mouth of the Pensacola Bay around the 
wreckage of an old Navy battleship that was sunk many years 
ago there. From some preliminary inquiries. I understand it’s 
deep and eerie but with plenty of big boys lurking in those 
shadows. I still have my gear—rubber suit, lung and all. and 
intend to take advantage of the clear water during the next 
couple of months. Now to expedite my search and round-up 
of my gear. 

As to my military duties here. it is the antithesis of my interest 
in underwater diving. In both instances it involves delving into 
a realm in which the normal individual is neither equipped nor 
was intended to exist. There is a basic connection with the 
physical requirements and properties of my present assignment 
in jet aviation with those of underwater swimming. The main 
problem in each is that of providing an auxiliary supply of air. 
Incidentally, the apparatus in each instance is relatively the 
same. Of course, there are other similarities particularly in 
individual beauty and the sense of space and grace of motion. 
One gets the same sensation of the slow soaring fluidity of 
motion in the water when flying at altitudes above the clouds 
where the relative speed and acceleration is judged only by the 
movement of the airplanes in the vast. immense world of the 
sky. To be sure. the beauty is there in both of these worlds. 

My present assignment is the Officer-in-Charge of the Flight 
Demonstration Team or more popularly known as the “Blue 
Angels.” We are a Team of six pilots flying the new swept 
wing jet fighters organized and maintained to demonstrate pre- 
cision formation flying to the Naval personnel in the Training 
Command and also to the public when directed. Our schedule for 
the season looks like a Cooks tour of the United States since we 
visit nearly every major city in the states, principally based on 
the locations of the Naval Reserve Stations who are our primary 


sponsors. ie 





THE “BLUE ANGELS” in tight formation flight. There is a basic 
connection with the physical requirements and properties in jet 
aviation and with underwater swimming. 
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Hawaii Divers 








Skin diving history was made in Hon- 
| olulu on the 9th of November when the 
first general meeting convened with al- 
most 200 skin divers including represen- 
tatives from five clubs or proposed clubs 
present for the purpose of officially es- 
tablishing the Hawaii Skin Diving As- 
sociation. 

The Hawaii Skin Diving Association 
| (H.S.D.A.) program was first proposed 
by a founding committee consisting of 
Cliff Spencer, Gordon Freund, Dick Da- 
vis, Harold Jewell, Lloyd Cordray, Too- 
kie Evans and Ray Ewing. They drafted 
the prosposed constitution and by-laws 
and proposed a long-range plan of ac- 
tion designed to bring the Association 
into being at the earliest possible date. 

The general meeting of November 9th 
was the largest gathering of local skin 
divers in the history of the Territory. 
Besides the business of the evening there 
was an excellent program for the bene- 
fit of members and guests. Mr. Vernon 
Brock, Director of the Territorial Fish 
and Game Commission gave an excellent 
talk on the relationship of the spearfish- 
erman to conservation problems. Mr. 
Dan Wallace, noted underwater photog- 
rapher, gave a preview of an excellent 
16mm color film which he has just com- 
pleted, showing spearfishing on Hawaii's 
spectacular Kona Coast. One of the 
high points of the evening was a draw- 
ing for a large number of door prizes 
which had been donated by local sport- 
ing goods and equipment dealers in 
honor of the occasion — lucky winners 
took home items of all kinds ranging 
from masks and fins to a beautiful CO2 
spear gun. 

The Hawaii Skin Diving Association 
was founded for the purpose of encour- 
aging water safety, conservation, good 
sportsmanship, and to protect the skin 
diving hobby from the possibility of 
unwise or unfair legislation or regula- 
tion. While conservation and other ob- 
jectives are important parts of the 
H.S.D.A. party platform, the two main 
planks are the urgent need to make Ha- 
waiian Skin Divers more safety con- 
scious, and to provide an organizational 
framework whereby Hawaiian skin div- 
ing can regulate itself as well as have 
a voice in any legislative or regulative 
matters affecting water sports. 


Hi. Ss. BD. A. is Formed eee 
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| Organize for Action 


By RAY EWING 


The factor of water safety is stressed 
throughout the concept and regulations 
of the H.S.D.A., from the application 
blank which imposes an obligation on 
members to adhere to the principles of 
the H.S.D.A. and “. . . to observe good 
skin diving and water safety practices,” 
to the inclusion of a Director of Safety. 
Provision is being made for members 
to obtain safety instruction and there is 
a requirement that affiliated clubs have 
in their corps of officers a safety inspec- 
tor-instructor. Water safety techniques 
and the need for observance of the many 
written and unwritten laws of the skin 
diver who wants to stay alive will be 
brought directly to the attention of indi- 
viduals through club work and the As- 
sociation bulletins, and to the public 
through demonstrations and an active 
publicity eampaign. 

Club Representatives will serve on the 
Board of Directors to ensure that the 
membership of the clubs has a good, 
loud voice in the management of the 
\ssociation. This arrangement should 
serve as an inducement, both for clubs 
to recruit additional members into their 
clubs, and for individuals who want 
maximum representation in the H.S.D.A. 
to join a club. 

Dues for membership in the Hawaii 
Skin Diving Association are $1 a year 
for members-at-large, with life member- 
ship available for $10. Dues for mem- 
bers affiliating through a club of the 
association are only .75 a year. Based 
on the expectation of a large member- 
ship at this low price, the H.S.D.A. 
plans to provide many practical bene- 
fits for the clubs and to the general 
membership. Provision has been made 
for complimentary or contributing mem- 
berships at $1 a year to permit many 
mainland friends to support the H.S.D.A. 
program and to follow its activities 
through the columns of the bulletin. 

Application blanks and information 
on forming affiliated clubs can be ob- 
tained by writing the Association secre 
tary, Denny Heenan, 230 Plantation 
Drive, Honolulu 18, or calling him at 
Honolulu 493261. Application blanks 
are also being circulated by many Ha- 
waiian skin divers and are available in 
most Island sporting goods stores that 
sell skin diving equipment. = 


320 FEET THE EASY WAY 


(Continued from Page 10) 

ended several times. I found it hard to 
concentrate on any one thing. I started 
to write a sentence and left out several 
words and on seeing this I tried to cor- 
rect the errors but only succeeded in 
jumbling the whole thing up. The air 
was like breathing syrup and as I waved 
my hand it seemed like it took an effort 
to push it. Time speeded up for all of 
us. The half minute we spent at 320 f-et 
seemed like ten seconds. Glen called “On 
bottom,” and we started our decompres- 
sion. 

At 350 feet the worst part of the nar- 
cosis ended and I relaxed. The deco n- 
pression was uneventful except for the 
constant talking as the four of us bli w 
off a little staem. The other three had 
a slight case of skin bends and I sat 
back and heckled them as they scratched. 

Our time from surface to bottom was 
seven minutes with 30 seconds on bct- 
tom. 

We all agree that the experience was 
priceless in understanding reactions to 
narcosis. De Marsh was pleased with 
the results of his test of the regulator as 
he used 1/3 the air that Jack did and 
the action was perfect throughout the 
dive. 

While each of use has gone below 
200 feet on dives none has exceeded 
Glen Minard, who is also a member of 
The Looney Gooneys. Glen has been 
down to 284 feet on a SCUBA dive for 
the navy. We others appreciate his ad- 
vice and help in this experiment. ™ 





The Compleat 
GOGGLER 


Coming in March!! 
Watch for it!!! 














“Wot a strange lookin’ creature!” 
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Cameras to be used for underwater 


photography must have lenses of the 
SHORTEST POSSIBLE FOCAL 
LE\GTH. There are two very good rea- 
son: for it: First, water is of course much 
less transparent than air and good con- 
tras! can therefore only be obtained by 
getting as close as possible to the subject 
to he photographed; Second, - all ob- 
jects under water appear closer to you by 
approximately one third of the actual 
distance. 

This is caused by the refraction or the 
breaking of light rays in water. Focal 
lencths are consequently “stretched” in 
the same proportion. A lens of 35mm 
focal length therefore becomes a 47mm 
objective, 28mm becomes approximately 
37mm ete. 

The “power” of the lens or its maxi- 
mum aperture or opening are of equal 
importance: Minimum for black and 
white should be 1:3.5 - for color 1:2.8. 

Since with the “stretching” of the focal 
leneth a proportionate narrowing of 
the angle of view occurs, lenses of the 
“wide angle” variety are highly effective. 

Recently the French scientists Cuvier 
and Ivanoff have developed a so called 
“Porthole” which is a correction lens 
attachable to most better type housings. 
This porthole represents a fundamental 
advance in photographic submarine op- 
tics, eliminating the aberrations due to 
refraction in water and compensating 
for the “elongated” focal lengths as de- 
scribed above. 


Recommended lenses for 35mm still 
cameras are 28mm or 35mm wide angle 
types. For work with l6mm movie 
cameras wide angle lenses of 12.5 mm 
or 9.5mm focal length have proven 
themselves to assure best results. > 





The Compleat 
GOGGLER 


Coming in March!! 
Watch for it!!! 








LET’S SEE 
A MENU 





THE MARINE STUDIOS DIVER hand-feeds a huge spotted grouper. These 300-pounders 
are not vicious, but sometimes suck the diver’s arm into their mouths when gulping in 
the fish he hands to them. Marine Studios. Marineland. Florida. 





MIDDLE WEST ANNOUNCEMENT — A Middle West Diving Council is in the 
process of being formed. All clubs and interested individuals in this area are 
cordially invited to attend a meeting of clubs and individuals to be held at the 
Wilson Avenue Y.M.C.A., Chicago, Illinois, on January 15, 1956, at 2 P.M. In the 
event you are unable to attend this meeting and wish to take part in the Council 
activities, a post card addressed to Stanley Greer, Chairman Underwater Safety 
Committee, c/o American Red Cross, 549 South Wabash Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, 
will still bring results to you. 








1956 EAST COAST UNDERWATER SPEARFISHING CHAMPIONSHIPS — The 
Long Island Dolphins, who have been selected to sponsor the 1956 meet, feel that 
with the rapid growth of spearfishing on the East Coast, there are many more 
clubs interested in competitive spearfishing than have participated in the last 
three championships held under its direction. To insure that the 1956 meet is 
representative of the entire East Coast area, sectional contests have been proposed. 
These sectional contests will be under the sponsorship of a club which is located in 
one of the four general areas of the East Coast. Clubs on the Eastern Atlantic 
Coast that are interested in entering a team in the 1956 competitions must register 
with the L. I. Dolphins before FEBRUARY 15. East Coast Underwater Spear- 
fishing Assn., Box 165, Flushing, New York. 











The COMPLEAT GOGGLER Starts in March 
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UNDERWATER 
GUERNSEY 


By W. HILL 


Skin diving in the Island of Guernsey 
has increased greatly during 1955. At 
the end of the 1955 season there were 
many divers. Now it seems that our 
population of 40,000 has taken to the 
water en masse, and one can no longer 
be sure that he hears about all outstand- 
ing catches. Despite this migration to 
the water. caused by three months of 
continuous sunshine, fish seemed even 
more plentiful than in the previous year. 


The unfortunate wrasse was once more 
the main victim, and so many are shot 
that one wonders whether they may not 
soon disappear, although there is not 
yet any sign of this happening. Fortu- 
nately, wrasse are not the only fish avail- 
able, conger. mullet, bass and skate pro- 
vide sport which does not bear so much 
resemblance to a massacre. 

Once again the most successful fish- 
erman has been Nigel Froome, total of 
309-lbs. during the year included a 22- 
lb. cod, the only one here so far, and a 
22-lb. conger. We hear also of a 26-lb. 
skate, but unfortunately we cannot ap- 
proach the 40-lb. ray caught in the 
neighboring island of Jersey, whose pho- 
tograph appeared in the November issue 
of the “Skin Diver.” I think I claim the 
largest bass, a 13-pounder which tried 
to wrap me up in my own harpoon line. 


Equipment is gradually becoming less 
rudimentary as more and more factory 
model guns appear, but the people who 
catch most fish still seem to be those who 
spend all their winters hacking and saw- 
ing at home made guns. 


We had a visit during the summer 
from Hugh La Cloche, secretary of the 
Jersey Sub-Aqua Club. He returned to 
Jersey filled with tales of our ideal con- 
ditions and huge fish, for Jersey is un- 


fortunately lacking in plentiful large 
fish. It is even more unfortunate that 


this enthusiasm was probably caused by 
him having left his underwater spec- 
tacles at home, but it certainly caused 
an invasion two weeks later of divers 
from Jersey. They marched up from the 
harbor in one mob with harpoon and 
compressed air guns, which we haven't 
got, prominently displayed. 


S.C.U.B.A. is still notably lacking in 
the island. | was lucky enough to try 
out an Aqua-Lung, but found it not so 
comfortable as my own oxygen re- 
breather. There is still no compressor in 
the island and this accounts for the ab- 
sence of lungs. 
accidents. 


We have had no serious 
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Northeast Council 
To Direct Water 


Rescue Operations 
By GARNETT E. MAJOR 


The Northeast Council of Skin Diving 
Clubs has recently been requested to in- 
stigate a program of water rescue units 
to aid in Civil Defense in the event of 
future disasters similar to those which 
plagued the Northeast during the past 
year. The Worcester Club which is a 
member club of the Northeast Council 
played a heroic role during the August 
floods and received nationwide recogni- 
tion for saving the lives of scores of 
flood victims and has earned great res- 
pect in Civil Defense all over the coun- 
try. 

Mr. O’Connor, who is the director of 
C. D. for region one which covers the 
entire Northeastern U. S. including New 
York and New Jersey, has called on the 
Northeast Council because of its reputa- 
tion in this area and has asked the Coun- 
cil to provide a committee to co-ordinate 
with their officials in this effort. Com- 
pressors, boats, trucks, portable radios 
and many other search and rescue items 
will be at our disposal. We invite or- 
ganized clubs in our area to participate 
in this effort. 


write to: 


For information please 


Northeast Council of Skin Diving 
Clubs, P. O. Box 42, Shawsheen Village, 
Massachusetts. 





The nearest I saw to one was by John 
Lichou, who disappeared into a narrow 
cave and took a long time coming out. 
Apparently he got wedged and had to 
wriggle around inside before emerging 
head first and very red in the face. This 
absence of accidents goes on despite our 
home-made guns, a lack of any buddy- 
system, our oxygen rebreathers, and a 
lack of floats or sheath-knives, which | 
think is asking for trouble. 


Three of us went to Brittany, near 
St. Malo for a week, but found it use- 
less for fishing. Next year we hope to 
go and tangle with the big groupers off 
the Spanish and North African coast. 
Till then we can only hope to meet a 
really big conger. and dream of waters 
where a rubber suit is a waste of 
time. > 


BOOK REVIEW 


By R. K. AWTREY 


THE BLUE CONTINENT 
By Folco Quilici 


Imagine a group of four sport divers, 
four scientists and three photographers 
cruising about the Red Sea in their own 
93-foot motor vessel; their story, as ‘old 
by Folco Quilici in his book The lue 
Continent, will, | predict, inspire many 
similar skin diving expeditions to the 
warm seas. 

The “Blue Continent” is the author's 
very apt name for the world beneath the 
Red Sea, and what a contrast it is to 
the hot, barren shores of sand and ruck 
which surround it. Below the surface 
is a concentration of animal life, from 
the most minute micro-organisms to the 
largest sharks, as rich and intensified 
as in any of our seas. In fact in many 
of the areas the water was found to be 
clouded, not with dirt and sediment, 
but with plankton, the staff of life for 
creatures ranging from other minute 
animals to the whales. 


One of the objects of the expedition 
was to determine just how dangerous the 
shark is to man. The Red Sea is noted 
for its large numbers of sharks and the 
natives won't risk even a little toe in the 
water. On the other hand the Italian 
divers sought out these fish in the har- 
bors, along the reefs, and in the open 
sea. The group’s eventual attitude to- 
wards sharks is best illustrated by a 
husband-wife argument which occurred. 
A charge had just been exploded along- 
side the ship and the water was filled 
with dead fish and live sharks. Raimon- 
do Bucher was busy with the compli- 
cated process of cocking his “supergun” 
while his wife Enza was impatient to 
get over the side. The couple argued 
vehemently and as the author overheard 
them from a distance he could not help 
sympathizing with what he took to be 
a husband’s concern for his wife’s safe- 
ty. But it turned out that the argument 
was for an entirely different reason. 
“Once and for all, Enza,” Bucher shout- 
ed as he pounded the rail, “don’t dive! 
You'll frighten the sharks away!” 


The author does readily admit there 
is a certain amount of danger when 
sharks are present and I believe all ex- 
perienced divers will agree with the gen- 
eral conclusions he draws concerning 
these primitive creatures whose actions 
are guided more by instinct than by di- 
rection from their pea-sized brain. The 
most important rule is to keep your eye 
on them! = 
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Plankton 


and the 


Speargisherman 


By P. BARRETT-LENNARD 


(Reprinted from “Spearfishing Sport- 
licht” official organ of the U.S.F.A. 
of Western Australia) 


It is well known that the refuse from 
the spearman’s catch, fish heads, bones, 
guts. etc., may be converted into excel- 
lent garden fertilizer. When dug into 
moist, aerated soils this wastage is at- 
tacked by nitrifying bacteria and is even- 
tual'y broken down into basic salts in the 
form of nitrates, phosphates, potash etc. 
which now being in soluble form are 
available to the leaf of the plant by 
medium of roots and stem. 

Under the action of sunlight green 
leaves absorb carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere which is ever present as a 
bi-product of combustion, as from motor 
car exhausts, fire and the lungs of man 
and beast. The oxygen is liberated 
by the leaf, which is again available for 
combustion but the carbon is retained 
and enters into chemical action with the 
fertilized water from the soil to form 
carbo-hydrates, protoplasm and the ma- 
terials of which the plants consists. The 
process whereby the green leaf assimi- 
lates carbon is termed “photosynthesis” 
and is dependent upon “Chlorophyll” 
the green coloring matter within it which 
acts as a sort of stepping stone during 
the operations. 

The green plant grows and supplies 
the primary food for man. Steak and 
eges, sardines on toast and almost all 
foods are derived directly or indirectly 
from plants. Without plants there would 
be no spearman, no food for his stomach 
and no oxygen for his lungs. Without 
marine plants there would still be no 
spearman, because there would be no 
fish, as the fish like the spearman is de- 
pendent upon the plant for his existence. 
The production of marine plants is some 
what similar to those on land. 

Carbon dioxide is present in the water 
as from the slow combustion of decaying 
organic matter and the gills of fish. 
This matter in the form of dead marine 
fora and fauna, having weight gravitates 
to the seabed where it is attacked by 
bacteria, broken down into basic ele- 
ments and finally becomes dissolved in 
the water. High winds, storms, currents 
flowing over the continental shelf from 
the deeps and the thermo-syphon action 
of water due to temperature variation are 





all factors in bringing the highly ferti- 
lized water of the seabed to the surface 
or to that area of water which is pene- 
trated by sunlight. When this occurs 
photosynthesis take place resulting in 
the production of vegetable plankton or 
microscopic water plants, the most im- 
portant of which are called “Diatoms”. 

The second form of marine plant is 
the seaweed (not to be confused with 
fungi, which having no chlorophyll are 
not true plants). These are dependent 
upon sunlight for their growth power 
and are therefore found only above the 
continental shelf. Although we may 
think of them in terms of thousands of 
tons they are not of very great impor- 
tance from a food value point of view 
generally, which is quite understandable 
when we reflect that there is about 3,000 
miles of water between here and South 
Africa but only about 10 miles of it con- 
tains seaweeds. It is interesting to note 
too that the weed eating fishes of our 
coastline, Zebra, Sweep and apparently 
they consume the animal life attached to 
the weed; the weed itself passing through 
them in a compressed but undigested 
state. 

The term “Plankton” refers to that 
great mass of marine life both animal 
and vegetable which having no means 
of motivation drifts round aimlessly at 
the mercy of currents. 


The vegetable plankton is consumed 


kohler 





by the animal plankton, which consists 
mainly of the larvae hatched from the 
eggs of fish, crabs, lice, shells, sea eggs, 
sea squirts, worms and what have you. 
Upon metamorphosis from the larvae to 
the adult stage most of these creatures 
can now swim, crawl, attach them- 
selves to rocks or weeds or burrow in 
the sand and pass out of the plankton 
stage. For food they consume animal 
or vegetable plankton or both and in 
some cases the larger live upon the small- 
er, they in turn are consumed by larger 
life. 

The wide dispersal of marine life dur- 
ing its early stages by currents is waste- 
ful to say the least. The barnacle for 
instance must start his adult life in shal- 
low water having a rocky bottom and 
if metamorphosis should occur out over 
the continental shelf or over a sandy 
bottom he cannot live. The system how- 
ever has one redeeming feature in as 
much as it prevents the total extermina- 
tion of any species through natural or 
unnatural causes though being confined 
to a set area. 

The whale. the largest sea creature, 
which should be capable of consuming 
a large shark feeds upon plankton di- 
rect. The Portuguese man-o-war which 
at no phase of his life cycle passes out 
of the plankton stage steps out of his 
circle when by means of his deadly stings 
he stuns and consumes quite large fish. 
The general law of the sea however is 
that the smaller life is consumed by the 
larger right up the predatory scale until 
a balance is obtained as dictated in the 
main by the production of diatoms. 

As spearmen we paddle round among 
the plankton and probably swallow a 
small measure occasionally, but we do 
not see it and certainly do not worry 
about it, though it is to us a commodity 
equal in importance to the water in 
which we swim. 


“Dirty pool, Halverson .. . dirty pool!” 
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UNDERWATER 
BOOK SHELF 


Order One or All of These 
Books For Your Sub-sea 
Library ... 
Book #1... 
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Just published — this new > aa for 
skindivers who want to photograph 
their activities and the sights under 
the sea. All the latest information on 
equipment and techniques of subma- 
rine photography and movie making. 
Well illustrated. 128 pages, slick 
paper. Send today for A GUIDE 
TO UNDERWATER PHOTOG- 
RAPHY. 


only $195 postpaid 
Book #2 


NEW THRILLS 
AWAIT YOU 
WITH 


AMERICAN 

SEASHELLS 

By 

R. Tucker 

Abbott £ 
This beautiful big book, 541 pages plus 
80 pages of color and black plates, paint- 
ings and drawings, covers definitive iden- 
tifications of some 1500 varieties on 
Atlantic, Pacific and Gulf Coast shores. 


A big $12.50 value 
Book +3 


SKIN DIVING AND EXPLORING 
UNDERWATER 
By John Sweeney 
176 pages, 8 illustrations 
In this handy manual you’re told exactly 
what systems, practices, precautions, and 
techniques the sport of skin diving de- 
mands. The author explains how to use 
flippers, snorkel, and face mask for sim- 
ple dives, and gives complete instructions 
on using the Aqua-Lung and more ad- 
vanced equipment—plus signals divers and 
their tenders rely on for communication. 
Just $3.50 
Use Coupon Below When Ordering!! 
MOS eeeeseeceeeeseesesseeeeseseensssesesccssosessece 
Skin Diver 
Underwater Book Shelf 
Box 128 — Lynwood, Calif. 


C1) Book #1, 





95 
50 
50 

‘Skin Diver’; pay- 


] Book #2, $1 
0) Book #3, $ 


Make all checks payable to 
ment must accompany order 
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California .. . 
SEA DOGS 


By Phil Nicholson 


The Sea Dogs sponsored a Skin Divers 
dance on November 12 at United Com- 
mercial Travelers Hall on 30th Street. 
The dance was a success and allowed 
unattached divers to get acquainted with 
the members of the various clubs. 

We had a shark hunt on the 6th at 
the Casa de Manana, La Jolla. The pur- 
pose of the meet was to find one or more 
white sharks which had collected so 
much publicity during the last part of 
October and early November. Scripps In- 
stitution of Oceanography had captured 
six of the man eaters from Scripps pier 
with whole mackerel. They averaged six 
feet long. One of the first sharks that 
was caught had attacked a small skiff 
but was landed from the surf after a long, 
tedious struggle. The meet was unsuc- 
cessful on account of dirty and rough 
water. 

We lost one of our best members when 
Ron Putzler was discharged from the 
Navy and went back to Chicago to live. 
Ron was one of the top men in our club 
and we hated to see him leave. 


California... 


LOCKHEED SKIN DIVERS 
By Rita Brunson 


The members of the Lockheed Skin 
Divers and the Kelptomaniacs_partici- 
pated in a two hour competition at Salt 
Creek with the Kelptomaniacs emerging 
victorious by a very close margin. No 
big fish were speared or even seen that 
day, but there was plenty of sportsman- 
ship and fun. A picnic furnished by the 
Lockheed Club was enjoyed by both 
clubs and their families. A plaque was 
presented to the Kelptomaniacs by the 
Lockheed Skin Divers for winning this 
competition. John McMenemy, of the 
Lockheed Club is going to be presented 
with a trophy by the Kelptomaniacs for 
the largest abalone of the day. = 


Michigan... 
DETROIT DOLPHIN DIVERS CLUB 
By Oscar Ramge 


Our club was organized in June 1955, 
under the direction of the Detroit down- 
town Y.M.C.A. We hold our meetings 
every other Tuesday evening of the 
month, with special meetings during the 
summer at nearby lakes. 

We take part in the National Y.M.C.A. 
aquatic program, in the basic activities 


of the health and physical education 
division - such as memberships, cam- 
paigns, exhibitions, varsity teams, publi- 


city, etc., in the observance and promo- 
tion of water safety, at all times and in 
the aid of all aquatic work in the main 
building and at camp during the summer 
months, >> 


THIS NEW GAUGE 


Makes Lung Diving Safer! 





NO MORE GUESSING how much air 
you have left underwater! Now, with 
MAR-MAC’s new SeAir Gauge, you 
will know ‘when to start for hore” 
and avoid tiring, surface swims back 
with heavy, empty tanks. Now you 
can plan deep dives and save air for 
proper decompression! Complete 


unit — gauge, hose and ‘’O” ringf. 


assembly — fits quickly to any lung 
with medical valve and yoke. Saves 
cost of reserve valve on spare bottles, 
Only $24.95. 








CLEAR WATER from breathing hoses with 
MAR-MAC Non-Return Valves in your 
mouthpiece. Install in seconds without cut- 
ting hose! Only $3.00. 





STOP FUMBLING WITH STRAPS. Get in and 
out of your lung harness in seconds with 
MAR-MAC Safe Dive Buckle. One hand 
operated emergency release! Only $1.65. 











All MAR-MAC accessories fully guaranteed 
_ Dealer i inquiries invited 


TO MAR-MAC: Dept. SK-3. $__-SEESESESES 
enclosed Ship following immediately, postpaid, with 
full instructions, under moneyback guarantee: 
Se-Air Gauge, complete, $24.95 
Non-Return Valve Set, $3.00 

Safe Dive Buckle for 1” , a 
webbing. Either size, $1.6 


NAME = 
ADDRESS. _ 

















MAR-MAC INDUSTRIES 


HAYWARD, CALIF. 


1453 REVERE AVE., 
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IRON 


(Continued from Page 9) 


come more numerous. ‘Therefore, it 
would seem logical that low temperature 
and lowered altitudes, as encountered in 
diving, blood 


cells. Divers should keep their red blood 


would decrease the red 


cells up to their maximum to insure op- 
timum results. 


Oxygen unites with hemoglobin form- 
ing oxy-hemoglobin. This process is 
called oxygenation. Hemoglobin is of- 
ten called the respiratory protein: it re- 
leases the oxygen to the cells of the body 
and carries the carbon dioxide away 
from the cells. As hemoglobin supplies 





— the tissues with oxygen, it is very im- 
Ow, Win portant that a sufficient quantity of this 
2, YUP rotein be present in the blood. If a per- 
wd hall son has too little hemoglobin or too few 
pare ACK Fed blood cells, which results in a de- 
we’ pos crease in the liberation of energy, mus- 
se roe ps cles do not get all the oxygen they need. 
> . 7 . 

ompt<telas a result there is reduced physical ee eee elas ae j 

O rings. E eae —_ al a SUB-SURFACE PHOTOGRAPH — this picture does not tell any one story ... yet it tells 

strength. short breath, speedy fatigue . ee ete 

any lung pe Pees side’ ance oC. many. The picture shows how man has joined the fish in an element far removed from 
» tel and resistance to adverse conditions 1s what man is usually accustomed. The picture also tells how man, through a progression 


lessened. and such things as chills, stiff- 
ness. colds, cramps etc.. which skin di- 
vers experience, are brought about more 


of trial and error, is now able to photograph this fish that he has joined under the 
water’s surface. It shows a lushness and beauty that is new and strange to the senses of 
man ...a garden that has never been cultivated. How many more stories does it tell you, 
man? From “Haiti Cherie.”’ published by Editions Deschamps, contributed by Gustav 
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readily. 

The limits of individuals vary within 
awide range. The factors limiting total 
power in the course of performance are 
the nature of the muscles. the capacity 
for oxygen intake and the rate of oxygen 
delivery to the tissues. 
work the blood returning from the mus- 
cles may contain as little as 5 percent of 
oxygen and as much as 65 percent of 
carbon dioxide per one hundred percent 
of blood. When an individual raises his 
number of red blood cells and_ the 
amount of hemoglobin in these 
he increases the percent of oxygen not 
used which is returned to the lungs. This 
increased amount of returning oxygen 
becomes available on re-circulation as 
when holding one’s breath in diving. In 
other words, a person who has increased 
his red blood cells and hemoglobin, has 
also increased the amount of oxygen 
that is unused and returned to the lungs. 
but as in the case of a skin diver who 
holds his breath, he makes this larger 
amount of oxygen available to his body 
through re-circulation. 


During severe 


cells, 


In the overall picture, when the next 
lellow seems to be able to stay under 
longer, this may not be due to an inher- 
ent quality. This may be due to better 
conditioning through training. The diet 
plays a very important role in the train- 
ing. The diet is but one link in a chain 
of physical fitness that should not be 
werlooked. As it is a determining link, 
itmay be the decisive factor in reaching 
a goal when one demands more from 
the body than it usually has to give. 


Dalla Valle. 












NEW Model 130R1500 weighs only 
38 pounds, pressures to 3000 PSI. 
Capacity 1% CFM free air. 


TH 


AIR 


E bj 
COMPRESSOR 


1S DESIGNED FOR 
SKIN DIVERS... 


When it comes to an air supply be 
absolutely certain yours is pure, fresh 
and clean... make sure it’s Cornelius 
compressed air. 

You can take it with you! When you 
own a Cornelius portable air compres- 
sor, diving activities need not be 
limited by your air supply. 





Ask your dealer for a demonstration. 
WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 
THE CORNELIUS COMPANY 


550 - 39th Avenue N. E. 
Minneapolis 21, Minnesota 
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UNDERWATER 
BOOK SHELF 


Order One or All of These 
Books For Your Sub-sea 
Library ... 


Book +1... 
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Just published — this new guide for 
skindivers who want to photograph 
their activities and the sights under 
the sea. All the latest information on 
equipment and techniques of subma- 
rine photography and movie making. 
Well illustrated. 128 pages, slick 
paper. Send today for A GUIDE 
TO UNDERWATER PHOTOG- 
RAPHY. 


only $195 postpaid 
Book +2... 


NEW THRILLS 
AWAIT YOU 
WITH 


AMERICAN 

SEASHELLS 

By 

R. Tucker 

Abbott Lg 
This beautiful big book, 541 pages plus 
80 pages of color and black plates, paint- 
ings and drawings, covers definitive iden- 
tifications of some 1500 varieties on 
Atlantic, Pacific and Gulf Coast shores. 


A big $12.50 value 


Book +3... 


SKIN DIVING AND EXPLORING 

UNDERWATER 

By John Sweeney 

176 pages, 8 illustrations 
In this handy manual you're told exactly 
what systems, practices, precautions, and 
techniques the sport of skin diving de- 
mands. The author explains how to use 
flippers, snorkel, and face mask for sim- 
ple dives, and ~— complete instructions 
on using the qua-Lung and more ad- 
vanced equipment—plus signals divers and 
their tenders rely on for communication. 
Just $3.50 
Use Coupon Below When Ordering!! 
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Skin Diver 

Underwater Book Shelf 

Box 128 — Lynwood, Calif. 
0) Book #1, $ 
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California .. . 
SEA DOGS 


By Phil Nicholson 


The Sea Dogs sponsored a Skin Divers 
dance on November 12 at United Com- 
mercial Travelers Hall on 30th Street. 
The dance was a success and allowed 
unattached divers to get acquainted with 
the members of the various clubs. 

We had a shark hunt on the 6th at 
the Casa de Manana, La Jolla. The pur- 
pose of the meet was to find one or more 
white sharks which had collected so 
much publicity during the last part of 
October and early November. Scripps In- 
stitution of Oceanography had captured 
six of the man eaters from Scripps pier 
with whole mackerel. They averaged six 
feet long. One of the first sharks that 
was caught had attacked a small skiff 
but was landed from the surf after a long, 
tedious struggle. The meet was unsuc- 
cessful on account of dirty and rough 
water. 

We lost one of our best members when 
Ron Putzler was discharged from the 
Navy and went back to Chicago to live. 
Ron was one of the top men in our club 
and we hated to see him leave. >» 


California... 


LOCKHEED SKIN DIVERS 
By Rita Brunson 


The members of the Lockheed Skin 
Divers and the Kelptomaniacs_partici- 
pated in a two hour competition at Salt 
Creek with the Kelptomaniacs emerging 
victorious by a very close margin. No 
big fish were speared or even seen that 
day, but there was plenty of sportsman- 
ship and fun. A picnic furnished by the 
Lockheed Club was enjoyed by both 
clubs and their families. A plaque was 
presented to the Kelptomaniacs by the 
Lockheed Skin Divers for winning this 
competition. John McMenemy, of the 
Lockheed Club is going to be presented 
with a trophy by the Kelptomaniacs for 
the largest abalone of the day. = 


Michigan... 
DETROIT DOLPHIN DIVERS CLUB 
By Oscar Ramge 


Our club was organized in June 1955, 
under the direction of the Detroit down- 
town Y.M.C.A. We hold our meetings 
every other Tuesday evening of the 
month, with special meetings during the 
summer at nearby lakes. 

We take part in the National Y.M.C.A. 
aquatic program, in the basic activities 
of the health and physical education 
division - such as memberships, cam- 
paigns, exhibitions, varsity teams, publi- 
city, etc., in the observance and promo- 
tion of water safety, at all times and in 
the aid of all aquatic work in the main 
building and at camp during the summer 
months, >> 


THIS NEW GAUGE 


Makes Lung Diving Safer! 





NO MORE GUESSING how much air 
you have left underwater! Now, with 
MAR-MAC’s new SeAir Gauge, you 
will know ‘‘when to start for home” 
and avoid tiring, surface swims back 
with heavy, empty tanks. Now you 
can plan deep dives and save air for 
proper decompression! Complete 
unit — gauge, hose and ‘’O” ring 
assembly — fits quickly to any lung 
with medical valve and yoke. Saves 


cost of reserve valve on spare bottles, 
Only $24.95. 








CLEAR WATER from breathing hoses wit 
MAR-MAC Non-Return Valves in your 
mouthpiece. Install in seconds without cut- 


ting hose! Only $3.0 
STOP FUMBLING WITH STRAPS. Get in and 
out of your lung harness in seconds with 


MAR-MAC Safe Dive Buckle. One hand 
operated emergency release! Only $1.65. 


er 











All MAR-MAC accessories fully guaranteed 
Dealer inquiries invited 





TO MAR-MAC: Dept. SK-3. $__-_ SEEEES——COFS 
enclosed Ship following immediately, postpaid, with 
full instructions, under moneyback guarantee: 
Se-Air Gauge, complete, $24.95 
Non-Return Valve Set, $3.00 

Safe Dive Buckle for 1° webbing—2—2'4" 
webbing. Either size, $1.65. 


NAME — 
ADDRESS. — 

















MAR-MAC INDUSTRIES 


1453 REVERE AVE., HAYWARD, CALIF. 
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IRON 


(Continued from Page 9) 


come more numerous. ‘Therefore, it 
would seem logical that low temperature 
and lowered altitudes, as encountered in 
diving, would decrease the red blood 
cells. Divers should keep their red blood 
cells up to their maximum to insure op- 
timum results. 


Oxygen unites with hemoglobin form- 
ing oxy-hemoglobin. This process is 
called oxygenation. Hemoglobin is of- 
ten called the respiratory protein; it re- 
leases the oxygen to the cells of the body 
and carries the carbon dioxide away 
from the cells. As hemoglobin supplies 
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readily. 

The limits of individuals vary within 
awide range. The factors limiting total 
power in the course of performance are 
the nature of the muscles. the capacity 
for oxygen intake and the rate of oxygen 
delivery to the tissues. During 
work the blood returning from the mus- 
cles may contain as little as 5 percent of 
oxygen and as much as 65 percent of 
carbon dioxide per one hundred percent 
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amount of hemoglobin in these cells, 
he increases the percent of oxygen not 
used which is returned to the lungs. This 
increased amount of returning oxygen 
becomes available on re-circulation as 
when holding one’s breath in diving. In 
other words, a person who has increased 
his red blood cells and hemoglobin, has 
also increased the amount of oxygen 


Dalla Valle. 
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Re ee eet as in the case of a skin diver who SKIN DIVERS... 
1.65. holds his breath, he makes this larger 
amount of oxygen available to his body When it comes to an air supply be 
juaranteed ay y 
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through re-circulation. 


In the overall picture, when the next 
lellow seems to be able to stay under 





absolutely certain yours is pure, fresh 
and clean... make sure it’s Cornelius 
compressed air. 

You can take it with you! When you 
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plays a very important role in the train- 
ing. The diet is but one link in a chain 
of physical fitness that should not be 
overlooked. As it is a determining link, 
it may be the decisive factor in reaching 
a goal when one demands more from 
the body than it usually has to give. 


NEW Model 130R1500 weighs only 
38 pounds, pressures to 3000 PSI. 
Capacity 1% CFM free air. 


limited by your air supply. 








Ask your dealer for a demonstration. 
WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 
THE CORNELIUS COMPANY 


550 - 39th Avenue N. E. 
Minneapolis 21, Minnesota 
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QUALITY 


NEW PRODUCTS | 





If you want the best in our 
opinion, select from our 
free catalog. 


Seahawk - Mark II, low - priced, high- 
quality underwater housing for the Argus 
C-3. Designed by Jerry Greenberg, the 
MARK II housing combines streamlined 
continental styling with durability. Entire 





Underwater Cameras 
Masks 


Fins 


unit is anodized to resist salt water corro- 
sion. Easy-to-use control knobs provide 
for film wind and lock, shutter release 
and cock. Unit’s lens port is constructed 
from the finest grade optically correct 
plastic. The housing has provisions for 
built-in focusing control, and ports for 
underwater synchronized regular or elec- 
tronic flash. The SEAHAWK housing has 
been thoroughly tested and guaranteed 
to a depth of 150 feet. Price $59.95. 


Snorkels 
Books 





UNDERWATER PHOTO & 
EQUIPMENT CO. 


90 Cricket Avenue 
Ardmore, Pa. 




















iyers /upPPLy 


6906 PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY 
PH. HARBOR 3798 


NEWPORT BEACH, CALIF. 









Do you get lonesome looking for that Special Item in Diving Gear? 
We Have It and We're Lonesome, Too. 





Mysteries at the bottom of the sea can 
now be turned into profitable realiries, 
thanks to the easy-to-use, single-unit B\ud. 
worth Marine Underwater Metal Loextor 
which has a meter pointer that deflects 
in the presence of ferrous or non-mag. 
netic metals. Skin divers, both profes. 
sional and amateur, salvage operators ind 
searchers for sunken outboard motors ind 
other treasures will find the metal locxtor 
simple to handle due to the fact tha: it 
is almost buoyant, weighing only a pound 
and a half when submerged. Easy to read, 
the metal locator provides direct readings 
with a detecting meter on the housing 
readily visible for rapid, accurate location, 
A supersensitive amplifier with batteries 
is in a single watertight, non-corrosive 
housing secured to the detector unit. Mod- 
el UML-2, it is priced at under $600.00. 





Pocket 
you can climb into your suit through the 


Another first!! entry!! Now 
pocket. Dolphin Enterprises is now pre- 
senting a new type rubber suit that fea- 
tures a pocket entry chute. This extreme- 
ly functional design on dry exposure suits 
allows you to put the suit on, fold the 
chute up and then put it in the pocket 
. .. eliminating the large unsightly bulge 
over the chest. The entry is constructed 
and designed so that it fits into the pocket 
out of sight, giving a neat smooth fit and 
appearance. 





The Compleat 
GOGGLER 


Coming in March!! 
Watch for it!!! 
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California . . 


LOS BUZOS 
By Ed Gould 


“It's mine, I shot it first.” “Well, I 
got it after it shook your spear. And it 
took me two shots to hold it.” 


This conversation took place at the 
November competition of Los Buzos. It 
gems as though Ted Judd had a spear 
into « 12-pound sheepshead and it shook 
loose. Al Dray, 6 to 10-ft. lower than 
Ted banged into it after it had shook 
loose. It thereby shook Al’s first shot and 
required a quick reload and some hunting 
to land it. Moral—more target practice. 


The 12 pounder gave Al the prize for 
the biggest individual fish. Al Dray also 
landed first place with the largest total 
aggregate. Art Hays, Ted Judd and Ed 
Gould tied for 2nd place with 16-lbs. 
each in the November competition. 


Los Buzos have been diving here and 
there in an attempt to find the best areas 
for holding our monthly competitions. 
Once a month an area is chosen from 
the facts gleaned from comments made 
fom the divers, a map is presented to 
the group and off we go, wives, children 
and all, >= 


California... 


SHARKS 
By Wallace McArthur 


October eighth two of our members 
made an unusual excursion-exploration 
of the Tiburon Islands (means sharks) in 
the Gulf of California. About two hun- 
dred fifty Seri Indians are living a rather 
primitive existence here in considerable 
isolation from the rest of Mexico. Never 
conquered by the Spanish, formerly ex- 
tremely warlike and cannibalistic, they 
indulged a taste for “long pig” as re- 
cently as World War II on the reluctant 
person of a Mexican aviator forced down 
in their area. Homer Lockwood and 
Howard Gillen felt somewhat apprehen- 
sive about approaching them. They em- 
barked in motor boat at Kino Bay on the 
mainland. The natives, amphibious, were 
found on the mainland, and after some 
Mifficulties of approach were solved, 
proved friendly and interesting. 

When the water was clear grouper in 
groups as large as ten and up to two 
hundred fifty pounds could be ap- 
proached. At San Estiban Island there 
were Black Sea Bass, Jewfish to two fifty, 
urge turtle and high seas. One group- 
tt displayed Homeriverous tendencies, 
tarting, fortunately, with Mr. Lock- 
vood’s long fins, so that Homer, at first 
suspecting the classic skin diving prank, 
eft the water pumping a high concen- 
tration of adrenalin. Turtle, grouper, 
toosterfish, cabrillo and some sierra mack- 
Frel were taken in murky water. Despite 
heir success in obtaining fish, they could 
it lure the Indians into the water. Fins 
eft {or them may eventually tempt them 
nto skin diving on their own. = 








4 BRAND NEW PRODUCTS! 


MARK VII FACE MASK 4. MARK VII SPEARGUN REEL 


New comfort with special flair edge i ~ 
design. Neoprene, stainless steel and 

double strength safety glass. Wide 772 
angle $4.95 ; me 


MARK VII SNORKEL 


New easy clearing and easy-grip 
mouth piece beats anything you've 
tried $1.95 


MARK VII FOOT LOADER Works like a spinning reel when you 


fire; swivels to side for quick re-wind 
Makes the loading of rubber powered of line. A must for all type of spear 
guns far easier $1.95 guns 


By the Manufacturers of the Great 


$ Share ™ SE Po rer Sat sn At nat Rech Pabiacbese 


SEE THESE TERRIFIC NEW PRODUCTS AT YOUR DEALERS TODAY! 


For your dealer’s address, write: 
PACIFIC SALES, INC., 611 Hill Avenue, Fullerton, California 











Expanding- Co Meet Demand 
EDCO 


IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE 


BEAVER of LA JOLLA 


LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA 
IS NOW MANUFACTURING 


EDCO SUITS 


The Original 
Soft, Warm, Comfortable 
Foam Neoprene 
Cold Water Diving Suit 


Dealers from Coast to Coast 
or write 


NGINEERING 
EVELOPMENT 
ORPORATION 








Suits for Men & Women 





Oo0naTom 








j from 
305 american trust company bldg. 
berkeley 4 - california $35.00 to $99.00 
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AQUA-LUNG Regulators 


Limited Supply $39.00 
Used and Approved by the U.S. Navy 
We Carry All Makes & Styles of Rubber Suits! 


TIME PAYMENT. 
NO INTEREST 


2 Piece Suit... $ 19.95 


Constant Volume Suit ..$245.00 











RIVIERA VILLAGE 


MEL’S AQUA SHOP Beach, Calif. Phone: FR. 5-6714 


























| RECOMPRESSION CHAMBER 


Scientific Underwater Research Enterprises 
1740 Westridge Rd. Los Angeles 49, Calif. 
Phone — GR. 2-3253 


For diver and equipment up to 500 feet in depth 
Completely equipped including trailer for easy transfer 


; : 2 . For diver and equipment 
Write for complete information and literature 


to 500 feet in depth 








as 












| PESCASPORT 


(Italian Spearfishing Magazine) 


American Representative: 
One Year Subscription — $5.00 GUSTAV DALLA VALLE 
Manuscripts and photographs from the c/o Sita Btver Megesine 
| U. S. and Canada welcomed. 










P. O. Box 128 
Lynwood, Calif. 


















UNDERWATER MOVIE FILM 


FOR SALE—Over 20,000 feet of underwater color movie film taken in Florida, Gulf of 
Mexico, Caribbean and California. Action and beautiful underwater scenery in both 16 
and 35 mm. Specializing in underwater movies to advertise water sports equipment and 
skin diving. 100 foot color and black and white reels of some of our best footage. Send 
for catalogue on underwater movie cases. 


MOVIES UNDER WATER, FISHER AND MATHISON 


3515 East First Street, Long Beach 3, California 





































“IT’S A WOMAN’S WORLD. The Florida Frogman wishes to announce the birth of his third daughter, 
Tandi Lyn Maxwell, born at Doctors Hospital, Coral Gables, Florida, on the 26th of last month.” Be 
sure and visit the friendly Florida Frogman when you come to Florida on U. S. #1 at the Parrot Jungle 
sign, South Miami at Kendall. Available as a Birth Announcement Card at 10c ea. Complete new and 
used catalog of equipment and copy of the Deep Sea Digest—30c, deductible from first purchase. 
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Milwaukee, Wisconsin . . . 
DOWNTOWN Y.M.C.A. C 

SKIN DIVING CLUB 
By Lee E. Gleason 
November 30 was our regular monthly 
splash party followed by a hot lunch and ago 
then election of officers. We have under. 





. wive 
water games at our splash parties and eth 
many prizes were donated by the Aquaf’ 


Shop and the Sport Diving Corporation, a 


skin diving supply stores here in Mil- At 
waukee. ho , 

The club is teaching 12-15-year-old - 
boys the basic art of skin diving on Thurs. p a 
day nights and 15-up on Monday nights|” a 
Club members started advance swimining i 
(which will lead into life saving) the 13th f P 
of November. This is a co-ed course and o* 
is on the second and fourth Sundays. “a ; 

Attention has been drawn to our ¢ oup oo 
for the active participation we are takin * 
in Y.M.C.A. affairs and for the spirith) 
shown in leadership by all of our mem- 
bers. > 


les. 


flip 


————— 


: heacll 
California... Th 
SEA SABRES ‘i 

By J. Connolegns 


The Sea Sabres, NAA’s Downey Skin 
Diving Club, held its annual winteqOreg 
dance Friday night, November 18. The 
Sea Sabres is reputed to be the largest 
skin diving club in the U.S.; this wag Int 
obvious from the turnout. From 38:0 
p.m. to 2:00 a.m. the V.F.W. Hall it 
South Gate rocked to the sound of Latin 














mann and his 5 Smog Cutters. One hun 
dred and twenty people attended dinner§ eig 

Jim Prescott won the trophy for togfhe gi 
diving performance of the year. Secon 


liams, up to now a snorkler. Mrs. Hug 
Santora won a dry diving suit and Jac 
Kremer won a wet diving suit. Therde y 


were many other prizes. >= Was t 
Illinois . . . _ 
CHICAGO SUBMARINE Ve a1 
EXPLORATION GROUP pew 


First, we want to thank Sam Davisoi 
vice-president of the Dacor Corp., tof . 
giving our club the opportunity to us 
several of his new diving lungs, on on 
of our club outings. We chose an ic 
cold day and used them under the mos Ou 
adverse conditions possible. Aside from®gab 
the Dacors’ advantages, we noticed thafft Pa 
due to the inner diaphragm not cominging 
in direct contact with the outside wateg®ll b 
the regulator did not freeze up and bleegtky 
air wastefully, which seems characte! Duc 
istic to other units in freezing weathep®eke 

In January, Dick, Don, Ken, and Jogving 
are going to Florida for some movief the 
and spearfishing. The rest of us hope t@ the 
join them soon. Frank Popovitz just refere 
turned from a two-week honeymoon if 
Acapulco, Mexico. He said the watefity | 
was beautiful but didn’t have time t# fou 
do any diving. Ad Ns 

We'll close with our condolences And 
Jim O’Brien, a south Chicagoan, w etrib 
tore his new, $250.00 constant volumfé as 
at the Racine Quarry. = hea tit 











Illinois ... 
“A. CHICAGO AQUA VENTURERS 
4 By Robert M. Hill 
E. Gleason ; ; 
On Saturday, December 3rd, the Chi- 
- ae ago Aqua Venturers held their first din- 
anne : a ser and dance. For the first time, all the 
ave under. wives and girl friends were brought to- 
varties and “1 i ; 
a Agi gether to meet those crazy people you 
the Ags go out with every Sunday and two nights 
orporation, | week.” “ 
re in Mé After dinner, President Ray Marcus 
thowed his underwater film, taken in 
Silver Springs during summer vacation, 
im Which he and Hank Banaski chased a 
poor old turtle who couldn’t figure out 
vhat those odd looking creatures wanted. 
ilo shown were pictures from Lake 
Michigan and surrounding waters. The 
members were interested in these, even 
our £'0UMbough their dates couldn’t understand 
PW thin was so interesting in seeing bub- 
the spin bles, a slimy deck of a wreck, a flash of 
our mem fioper, and a huge carp being thrust 
headlong at the camera. 
The purchase of a boat for our club 
may be near at hand. It looks like it’s 
J. Connoling to be a 38 foot all steel job. ~s 


15-year-old 
ron Thurs. 
day nights, 
swimining 
g) the 13th 
course and 
Sundays. 















wney Skit ieee 

ual winteregon .. . 

r 18. The OREGON SKIN DIVERS 

the largesf By Gordon Haslam 
this wa¥ Introducing newcomers to the new 


From 5:0lfport of lung diving is our pleasure. We 
V. Hall ithe venturing into diving instruction for 
id of Latinghose who have some diving equipment, 
midentifiedfut are not members of our group. The 
fonrad Hagist class will have to be rubber suit 
One hunfiyle as at this time the air temperature 
Jed dinnerk eighteen degrees with some snow on 
hy for togfhe ground. 
ar. Second At a previous meeting we established 
Rethertord§yo aids for our club divers. The first is 
underwatef) have a central diving control. A diver 
Craig Wilfishing to go diving or seeking a buddy 
Mrs. Hugihay call a designated member to ask for 
it and fac buddy or himself to be registered as 
uit. Thergne who is ready to go. The second aid 
as to have a member print and mail 
hinutes of each meeting and other local 
tices to members and those interested. 





oo Ve are lucky to have Frank Chase on the 
m DavisoaeeWTter. “> 

Corp., . ‘ - 

nity to ws falifornia . . 


gs, on on GOLDEN GATE AQUAKNIGHTS 
lose an id By Ron May 
sr the moq Our member Robin Kincaid is the 
Aside from@gabond diver of our group. He works 
oticed that Pan American Airways. He has been 
not comingving at Wake Island and this weekend 
side watef’ll be in warm Hawaiian waters. How 
> and bleegtky can you get? 
characteq Due to the storm in this area the past 
1g weathepeekend, most of us elected to forego 
nn, and Jogving and take out girls instead. A few 
me movief the die hards decided to go in spite 
us hope t# the rain. When they arrived at Carmel 
vitz just rere was no wind and the water was 
1eymoon ipld but clear. Visibility was at least 
the watefity feet. This happens perhaps three 
ve time (@ four times a year. Plenty of abalone 
hd fish were brought back. 
Jolences t¢And we stayed home to take out girls! 
igoan, whetribution, I call it. When you take the 
ant volumpé as your mistress she will have no 
Neating. = 









Another Council Dance 
Is Scheduled 


Another of those rip, roaring, dances 
sponsored by the California Council of 
Skin Diving Clubs is going to be held 
February 11, 1956. The location for the 
coming dance will again be the Ameri- 
can Legion Hall in Torrance, California. 

Chef Bob Earle, restaurateur of In- 
glewood, will again be in charge of 
the food and this dance will feature ham- 
burgers and hot dogs of the first class. 
The February dance, according to dance- 
master Laura Sturgill, is going to be a 
Luau so come as you like and people 
will like you as you come. Save your 
money (proceeds go to the Council) and 
your energy ...and come to the dance. 
Meet your old friends and have a good 
time. If you don’t dance, come and meet 
your old friends anyhow. 

Tickets will be available through your 
club. The date; February 11, 1956... 
the place: American Legion Hall, Tor- 
rance, California. . .bring your ap- 
petite with you. ># 





BOUND VOLUMES 
of 
1955 


SKIN DIVER 


Magazine 
will be available soon. 


Volume IV 


$8.00 


Volume IV (all of the 1955 
issues) will be bound in the 
same library canvas covering as 
previous years. 


Send check or money order to: 


“Bound Volume” 


Skin Diver Magazine 


P. O. Box 128 


Lynwood California 











FULL Suits ....... $68.50 


ES 6 5k ome was $34.50 
Hood, Boots and Zippers Available 


surements. 


Phone: FRontier 9-1473 





VETERAN DIVERS ALL AGREE 
Thermocline neoprene exposure suits designed 
and manufactured by DIVE N’ SURF are un- 
equalled in quality, workmanship, materials and 
design. Now available in colors: Marine Green, 
Golden Yellow, Fire Red, and Bat Ray Black. 


All suits are custom tailored to fit your specific 
measurements and needs. Unconditionally guar- 
anteed against defects in construction or ma- 
terals. THERMOCLINE neoprene exposure suits 
provide you with the maximum in entry ease, 


durability, comfort and warmth at minimum cost. 


THERMOCLINE KITS 


DI VE "N SURF 223 Hermosa Ave. (on the seawall) 





BEV MORGAN wearing the Thermocline Shorty 
while taking underwater pictures in the tank at 
Marineland of the Pacific. What, no mask... ? 
that’s right. Bev thinks that his contact lenses 
are the answer to 180 degree vision. 


Save money by assembling your own THERMOCLINE suit. Kits include all materials plus 
detailed instructions for assembling. Thermocline kits are pre cut to your specific mea- 


Redondo Beach, Calif. 
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TAKE ACTION 
PICTURES 


with the SAMPSON 
Gun and Safety 
Powerhead mount- 
ed on camera box, 
with built-in light- 
meter. 


THE 
SAMPSON 


PROFESSIONAL 
UNDERWATER 
CAMERA BOXES 

| Designed for the Bell & 


Howell 16 & 35 MM 
| 100’ roll cameras and 





Elgeet’s 3-D system. 





BELL & HOWELL cameras available with UW cases 
1604 Newport Blvd 


SAMPSON MACHINE Works Costa Moon Cale. 


Write for prices and information 











KEEP A PERMANENT RECORD! 
EACH PAGE HAS CHECK-OFF 
LISTS COVERING WEATHER 
AND WATER CONDITIONS, 
GENERAL OBSERVATIONS, 
SCUBA, AND MORE. PLENTY 
OF ROOM FOR COMMENTS 
AND/OR PHOTOS. THE REC- 
ORD YOU KEEP IN YOUR SKIN 
DIVER’S LOG IS THE KEY TO 
BETTER DIVING. 


Price $1.75, Postpaid 
SPEARFISHING SUPPLY CO. 


87-10 92nd St. 
Woodhaven 26, New York 











VIRGIN ISLANDS 


“SKIN DIVERS’ PARADISE” 


SKIN DIVERS Aqua-Lungs—Hydro Pak— Divair 
Underwater Cameras 
: for sale or for rent 
at spearfishermen’s TANKS REFILLED 
headquarters Most complete stock of 
Underwater equipment in the 


TRADE WINDS HOTEL Caribbean 
on beautiful Brewers Bay C. & M. CARON 
P.O. Box 1242 P. O. Box 315 


SAINT THOMAS — __ U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 


will find special rates 











His Lordship <2) =: 
STERLING SILVER \ 


ok SKIN nVER 
, = JEWELRY 


PLT 





<= 
Pt ees 
so Se, 


oT A} SEE YOUR DEALER OR WRITE Ht 
m3 FOR ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE sus 
on: $8 typ FS ‘ 
HIS LORDSHIP PRODUCTS CO. , 116 Nassau St., New York 38, N. Y. 
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VACATION AND TRAVEL—Do you have 
a favorite underwater vacation spot. Early 
this year SKIN DIVER plans a “Vacation & 
TRAVEL” issue which will be devoted to this 
subject. To have a complete and thorough 
coverage of the best and most convenient 1 
locations we need proper directions, prices, 
pictures, fish that can be expected, other§ cou 
game, air stations, distances, etc. We can't ton 
all go to the far flung “Paradise” for divers 
but we would like to try your favorite this pul 
year, Tell your underwater fellowship about par 


Kei 





it here, in the pages of your magazine. mel 
qui’ 

ing 

Massachusetts . . . the 
AMPHIBS abo 

By Skip Castelli 

Dr. 


The Massachusetts Amphibs are ready spe: 
to begin their winter diving season. The fio, 
members endured a few weeks’ lav-of the 
for the purpose of winterizing  theirf p14, 
equipment, as well as to hold some ear rect 
nest business meetings. As many iew§ pof, 
divers have been joining the club, thef jin, 
annual election of officers was held and§ 4.4, 
plans for diving activities during the com-§ 4,5, 
ing year were made. wit] 

During the summer months the presi-§ stin 
dent of our club was employed in 8er-§ for 
muda by the Office of Naval Rese.rch} for 
under Dr. Talbot H. Waterman, wiiere§ “do: 
he conducted underwater research on hay 
light polarization. Consequently, he has tra] 
gained an extensive knowledge of ma-fand 
rine life and undersea growth which wef divi 
all find invaluable. He also returned with 
some excellent color slides, which al- 
though taken at depths up to 80 feet sg 
are surprisingly clear. The camera used 
was a Nicca in an original plexiglas 
housing. 

Last June, some members of our club 
set forth to the clear WARM waters off] § 
Florida, where an enjoyable two weeks A 
were spent diving off the 10 Mile Reef 
and at Bimini. Many underwater slides} sar 
were taken by the photographers in thej) “4 
club, and pleasant memories of the 80} per 
degree water are fondly recalled as wef} ¥'' 
now plunge into the 40 degree brine of fit. 





















our N. E. shores. = 
Prior to this excursion, the entire club me 

y ° qu 

turned out to search for the bodies off} Gre 


two skin diving friends who were lost of 
Scituate on April 30, 1955. Both bodies 
were recovered by members of the Mass. 
Amphibs. | 
One of our girl club members pre 
sented a skin diving demonstration in thé 
Fall Open House program at the Boston 
YWCA. This, along with an increasing 
interest in diving among the fairer se 
has created a need for instructions fof 
the ladies. Our demonstrator is current 
ly conducting classes there, and among 
her first pupils is a member of Welles 
ley College’s Biblical History Depart 
ment. She will use her acquired know! 
edge next March when she goes to Tol 
meta, Libya, with an archaelogical ex 
pedition sponsored by the. Oriental In 
stitute of Chicago. Her duties will be ad 
take underwater measurements of harbogf 
installations dating back to the time 4 al 
the royal Ptolemy line of Egypt. = i 








$$$ 





Kentucky... 


> you have 

spot. Early MERMEN OF KENTUCKY 
/acation & ays 

ted to this By Estill E. Lyons 
| thorough 

convenient We just finished our first training 
ns, prices, agers: ® 
‘ted, other’ course in SCUBA diving at the Lexing- 
We can’t ion YMCA. Our program, open to the 
for divers , : a? 
worite this Public, was very successful, averaging 30 
ship about§ participants and many observers. All 


zine. 





ip Castelli 


are ready 
ason. The 
ks’ la -off 
“ing their 
some ear- 
nany new 
club, the 
held and 
g the com- 


the presi- 


members of the 
quired to attend and assist in the teach- 
ing of water skills, safety practices, and 
theoretical 
about diving. 


Dr. John Ainslie, 
spearfishing. 
fron 
the deep end as three large potatoes are 
thro 
rect ons, one at a time. 
before it sinks to the bottom, being given 
time 
shooting at irregularly-spaced targets or 
shooting immediately when within range 
without time for slow careful aiming. 
stimulate active practice there are prizes 


Mermen club were re- 


and practical information 
For winter fun a member of our group, 
introduced us to potato 
In this the diver flippers 
the shallow end of the pool towards 


vn into the water from different di- 
He must hit each 


to reload. We very this routine by 


To 


‘d in S3erffor the best shots and handicap meets 

Rese.rchf for the poorer marksmen. (Incidentally, 
an, wheref“doc” and his wife Helen are experts, 
search onfhaviig spearfished off the coasts of cen- 
ly, he hasftral America, California, and Florida— 
ze of mafand their two young sons are also skin 


which wef 
urned with 


which al- 


living enthusiasts.) >= 


California... 
NEWPORT HARBOR SUB-MARINERS 
By Alan White 


Two bang-up diving trips were made 


recently by Sub-Mariners and_ their 
friends to the California Gulf. According 
to all reports, the 11-hr. drive and ad- 


verse roads are little price to pay for the 
phenomenally fabulous diving conditions. 
Excellent visibility, 70 degree water tem- 


perature, and 8-lb. grouper in 5 feet of 
water, are among the features of this 
area. One of the biggest fish of the first 


expedition was a 28-lb. grouper taken by 
John Miller. On the second trip (which 
resulted from reports given by members 
of the first one) John Evans managed to 
nab two grouper averaging about 20-lbs. 
each, and Jim Palmer a 60-lb. ray. 


Cabezone are in the air (or water, that 
is)! Dick Miller took a 12-pounder in the 
middle of November and Sergie Beltran 
speared four at approximately 8-lbs. each 
over the Thanksgiving Day weekend. 


Blair Smith is now the leading con- 
tender for the yearly abalone trophy. His 
10%” red was taken on a jaunt with Bill 
Silzle to Central California. John Evans 
won the Oct. trophy with a 9%4-lb. Sheeps- 
head. Lobster season seems to be rather 
slow in starting. Fish and game officials 
think an over-abundance of octopi may 
be the reason. >» 





Michigan .. . 


TREASURE UNLIMITED 


By Fred Shaft 


Old man winter has taken over here 
in Michigan and plunged temperatures 
to near zero. The liquid stuff we’ve been 
diving in isn’t liquid any more. Spirit is 
still high though and I think more activi- 
ties have been planned than can actually 
be carried out. 

The Club has obtained the use of the 
swimming pool in the building in which 


we have been meeting. The problem 
now is, how to get equipment into the 
pool. The City of Detroit has prohibited 


the use of any equipment except fins in 
their pools. We know you people in 
other states have done it, and we’re going 
to try. If there is any advice or informa- 
tion you have that would help us, please 
write to me at 13804 ParkGrove, Detroit 
5, Michigan. 


Through the good graces of our Pres- 
ident Norm Swanger, twelve members 
recently had the pleasure of seeing the 
color film “Secrets of the Underwater 
World” narrated by Paul Cherney and 
photographed by Dimitri Rebikoff. After 
the film and lecture, Club Officers spent 
several pleasant hours talking with Paul 
Cherney on diving and photography in 
general. The film needless to say was 
enjoyed by all, a terrific piece of art. >» 
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SKIN DIVER’S APPAREL 


SCARCE WOOLEN UNDERWEAR 


Nationally Famous 


SKIN DIVER TRUNKS 


JANTZEN’S SPE ARFISHER- 
MAN ... Style SP. Tested 
ond Approved by 30 Ex- 
perts. The Zip-Off Trunks 
with elasticity in waist 
insure adaptable waist 
fit. Tough, durable, will 
last for years. Camou- 
flage colors with rope 
attached for securing 
equipment. Colors: Navy, 
Green, Brown and Red. 
$5.95 


nntecen 


THE PIONEERS IN SWIMMING 


oh 


RICHARDS 


SEND ME THE FOLLOWING POST PAID: 


( Free Catalog on French Imports 
Longjohns 
0D @ Shirt $2.50 FT @® 

a Jantzen’s Trunks *SP 

Put My Name on Permanent List 

For New Item + (Price) 


lone 





Sure Protection Against Cold 
Approved by SO Experts SKIERS & SKIN DIVERS 2 Pe. Longjohns 


Light and Warm 


Ea. $2.50, Set $5.00 


® 50%, Wool 
50°, Nylon 

Lightest * Warmest 

Shirt or Pants 

Each $5.00, Set $10. ool ian 









NEW YORK’S LARGEST 


SPEARFISHING CENTER 
233 W. 42d St. Dept. SK-1, N. Y. 36 


Height........ Waist. 
Pants $2.50 [] © Shirt $5.00 [] © Pants $5.00 
5.95 PPd. Waist Size 


25¢ 


Se sarcaee Chest...... 









NAME 


Color ADDRESS 





CITY 


® 25°, Wool * 75%, me 4 


Shirt or Pants che ae 


Enclosed find check or money order 
(No COD’s) 


NEW ITEMS 


IN FREE CATALOG 
of FRENCH IMPORTS 























1. 1 Hr. Positive Reserve 

Aqua Lung $125.00 
2. 2 Hr. Dble. Tank and 

Reserve 200.00 
3. VOIT CAMERA CASE 

Fits Most Any Camera 6.95 
4. SNORKAIR 39.50 
5. NATASCOPE—Aqua- 

lung full face mask 37.50 
6. Clog Proof Depth 

Gauges—120 Ft. 1.25 
7. Clog Proof Depth 

Gauges—300 Ft. 2.45 
8. Watch Case 7.95 
9. Underwater Watch and 

Stop Watch—Special Price 
10. Seamless Latex Long 

2 pc. Suit 35.00 
11. Seamless Latex Long 

2 pc. Suit—with Hood 

and Boots 39.95 
12. Champion Deluxe 

Mask 4.95 
13. Cyrano Mask 4.95 
14. Squale Snorkel 1.95 
15. Hawaiian Sling 4.95 





ZONE STATE. 
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SEATTLE SKIN DIVING 
HEADQUARTERS 
Aqua-Lungs & Refills 


Pirelli, Seal & Bel- Aqua Suits 
Masks & Fins & Guns 





Puget Sound Divers Co. 


2520 WESTLAKE AVE., NO. 
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 






































FRANK EICHOLTZ SPORTING 
| GOODS 

4052 El Cajon Bivd. San Diego, Calif. 

| ATwater 3-2059 

Certified Air — Aqua-Lung Refills 


| Lungs—EDCO Suits—10% down payment 
| Complete Skin Diving Accessories 














IN HAWAII IT’S 


VAL'S agua sports 


2401 Kalakaua, Honolulu 
i Surf Arcada Bldg. Phone 91057 














For Skin & Scuba Diving 
SPORTLAND 


406 South Lake Pasadena, California 
Certified Air 
Open Mon. G Fri. Till 9:30 SY. 6-6505 





AUTONOMOUS DIVING 
Every week-end at Catalina! 
. Sail on the fast, specially equipped 
40 ft. cruiser 


“SEA DUCE” 


Supervised by “SCUBA EXPERT’ 
Leave Wilmington Saturday or ad by 
Reservation or Charter, 7:30 A.M 
For further information ask for Sam at 
GRanite 7-0884 or Bill, EXbrook 9-0873 











CRUISER “REEF RAIDER” 


Capt. Hugh Brown, Guide and Instructor. 
Comp. equipped for your diving pleasure. 
Leaves dock for Reefs daily at 10:30 a.m. 
Parties of 4 to 9 persons. All facilities. 
Whale Harbor Sport Diving G Air Stn. 
Whale Harbor Spa, Islamorado, Fila. 
Phones: Matecumbe 9013 — 4005 
Accommodations, Air, Equpt., Boats, Motors 








Due To An Unprecedented Demand, We Are 
Offering Custom-Cut 


| SUIT KITS @ $21.50 


The Kits are complete with all materials, in- 
structions and come with zippers installed. 
For details write to the—SEA NYMPH CO., 
10771 Leffingwell Rd., Norwalk, California 
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New Jersey ... 
DIVING JETS 
By Jack Stroming, Jr. 


On October 2, 1955 a picnic was held 
in Franklin, Sussex, New Jersey, at a 
limestone quarry by our club. All fifty 
members were present, combining plenty 
of enjoyment and diving. 

There are two quarries 150 feet apart 
and they are connected by a submerged 
mine shaft which is 150 feet long and is 
under about 45 feet of water. Eight 
members of the club swam through the 
tunnel equipped with rubber suits, flash- 
lights, etc. We swam through two 
abreast and connected by a line. The 
water temperature was 48° F. Our flash- 
lights picked up old rails and mining 
cars in the tunnel which is about 30-ft 
in diameter, allowing us plenty of room 
to miss obstructions. 

Club member Dolores Osgood is the 
only girl to ever swim through this tunnel 
and we are proud of her. An enjoyable 
time was had by all. > 
California .. . 

EBBTIDERS 
By Dewayne Wilson 


The Ebbtiders closed out the old year 
in a big way. We started it off in Sep- 
tember after being invited to a wonderful 
picnic as guest of the Sea Angels. We 
next had the pleasure of erecting the 
booth at the Motor Revue for the Coun- 
cil. We'd like to thank Fred Meridith 
of the Alhambra Sporting Goods for do- 
nating decorations and prizes for this 
event. 

Two trips to Catalina have been made 
within the last month. Lobsters were 
taken by Art Strangeland, Ken Kvamen, 
Don Gottschalk, and yours truly. The 
largest weighed over 7-lbs. A 20-lb. 
sheepshead was also taken. 

It was brought to our attention by the 
Kelptomaniacs that we had made an err- 
or in our July report, saying that Bob 
Renfro was from their club. He is from 
the Kelp Kings. ~~ 
California. . . 

VENTURA KELP KATS 
By Phil Mangum 


The Kats held their annual club con- 
test in September with two trophies going 
to Donn Younce. Donn brought in the 
largest catch by weight (eight fish), and 
the largest single catch (a Yellow Fin 
Croaker ). Don ( Porky) Newell took the 

“Ab” trophy with a 7” Pink. 

The Huck’s Sport Center Perpetual 
Trophy was on the line November 20 for 
the lobster chasers, but due to a shortage 
of bugs no one claimed the trophy. We 
may have to hold the next meet at either 
Anacapa or Santa Cruz as legal size 
lobsters are getting scarce along the 
coast now. The Carpinteria reef is pretty 
well fished out, and bugs are pretty 
scarce on the smaller reefs around Ven- 
tura. Some of the boys report better hunt- 
ing in ) the eel grass around the Solimar 
reef. 



































... aboard the luxurious, motorized, sail sip, 
“XARIFA” and under the expert guidance of the § 
noted marine biologist, Dr. Hans Hass. 
All-inclusive rates via the Luxury, Swiss Air Flichts 
to Zurich, Cairo and Suez. 

Write for free information: J. Lb. des Cognets 
SAFARI Qutritters REPRESENTATIVE AGE\CY 
Exclusive U.S.A. Agents 
Fugazy Travel Bureau © 351 Ave. of Americas © N.Y. 14, 4.Y, 





The Compleat Hy 
GOGGLER | 
Coming in March!! : 
Watch for it!!! = 

















Hi Dives. 


AMATEUR and PROFESSIONAL 


© LOOK! 





COMPLETE KIT DI 
JUST $24.95 Fi 
F.O.B. EI 


WET SUIT KIT — Com- 
plete with all materials 
and instructions to make 
an insulated foam neo- 
prene full suit with hood and seven 
zippers. Reinforced seams. Custom- —_— 
made to you. Fast on and off. Tough 
and durable. Dries in minutes. Choice 
of full jacket zipper or half jacket 
zipper as illustrated. Kits come in 
black, red, green and yellow. Please 
send these measurements when order- 
ing: Height, chest, waist, thigh, middle 
of neck to wrist, bicep, crotch to floor. 
Send check or money order, for $24.95, 
to SEAL LIFE. No C.O.D. 









































1901 Pacific Coast Hwy., Lomita, Calif. 
DA. 66663 
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/ SHALLOW WATER DIVING 


Just Published! 


and SPEARFISHING 










By Hilbert Schenck, Jr. and Henry Kendall 


A completely new book, with all the very 
latest information about equipment and 
techniques that have been developed in 
the last five years for: 


peed Diving—Mask Diving—Self- 
d Divi and the 





Techniques. 


‘y 


In addition to ready made | now avail- 
able, there are many practical hints on equip- 
ment you can make. 260 pages, Illustrated. At 
your bookstore or divers’ supply dealer or send 


$4.00 and we will ship it postpaid. 


CORNELL MARITIME PRESS, Cambridge, Maryland 


pee Latest Spearfishing 
“ Equipment and 








Unusual Opportunity! 


ESTABLISHED 


RETAIL SKIN DIVING BUSINESS 


FOR SALE 


Hottest Location in Southern California’s 


Fastest Growing Area. 


Over $30,000 gross in 1955. Good Profit 


Margin. Ideal setup for one or two owners. 


Low Rent — Lease Available. 
ICE — Inventory plus Nominal Blue Sky. 


Bocks open to Bona fide buyers 


OR FURTHER INFORMATION, WRITE: 
SKIN DIVING SHOP 


. 


o The SKIN DIVER, Box Z, Lynwood, Calif. 








SUIT 


YOURSELF 


RUBBER SUIT KITS 


SUIT YOURSELF AND SAVE $ $ 





HEAVY DUTY RUBBER 


DRY TYPE—HOOD—MOLDED BOOTS 


$2495 two-piece 


FRONT 
ENTRY 


Write for free brochure 


SUIT YOURSELF 
BOX 3423, DEPT. 5 
LONG BEACH 3, CALIF. 














Custom- 
. Tough 
. Choice 
f jacket 
come in 

Please 
n order- 
1, middle 
to floor. 
$24.95, 











ita, Calif. 








THE 
BEST 
YET 





SKIN DIVING in the clear waters of the Ba- 


imas and Caribbean, beautiful coral reefs, 
enty fish, treasure hunt in old wrecks. 


Vacation on the WHITE SWAN 


74+ 


asonable. 


esel sailing schooner, roomy accommoda- 
ns for 6-8 people. 
ree stage compressor for aqua lungs. Rates 


Boat equipped with 


CAPT. E. A. FOSTER, JR. 


_ 





aa 


127 N.W. 98 St. 


MIAMI, FLORIDA 


















On the Pacific . . . 
DEEP SEA WANDERERS 
By Bob Bourgault 


Throughout the recently concluded 
holiday season, we “Wanderers” were in 
a semi-retired status as this was the time 
chosen by most to take annual leave. 
However, all are now reunited and plans 
are being made to assure an active and 
fruitful year of diving. As in the past, 
our ship's schedule luckily seems to have 
been drawn up with us in mind. For, as 
fortune would have it, we are contem- 
plating a trip to Hawaii within the next 
few months and following this, we ex- 
pect an extended stay on our own be- 
loved West coast. 

The proper technique for free ascent 
by a scuba diver is a subject well covered 
in several of the current diving manuals. 
Few of us who invade the sea, are not 
completely familiar with this all impor- 
tant procedure. Yet, it isn’t until the ex- 
periment is made by the individual him- 
self, that he fully realizes how important 
this phase of his training is. Ditching a 
lung for any of numerous possible rea- 
sons at even relatively shallow depths 
can be a dangerous business. Neophytes, 
being unfamiliar with their equipment 
to a certain extent, are more apt to 
panic under trying circumstances and 
emerge distended. Though several or- 
ganizations are sponsoring safety pro- 
grams and courses of instruction on skin 
diving, we feel that there is yet much to 
accomplish in this line, and urge divers 
everywhere to dive only within the limits 
of their capabilities until such time as 
competent instruction be made available 
to all. = 


Washington .. . 
PUGET SOUND MUDSHARKS 
By Jack Meyers 


Our newly elected officers are all very 
active divers. Ted, Wally and Gary are 
seldom seen when they are not dripping 
wet emerging from beneath the surface 
and trudging up the beach with a nice 
string of fish, octopus, specimens or what 
have you. There are three new Mud- 
sharks who have been newly initiated 
into our spearfishing club, Gary Crymes, 
Mackey MacLarn and Dick Kline. The 
new Mudsharks should prove to be good 
divers because of their enthusiasm and 
attendance to club functions. 

Mackey MacLarn and Dick Kline par- 
ticipated in spearfishing competition held 
at Columbia Beach. I am sure that they 
will agree that the water was murky and 
the large fish were spooky and a diver 
could hardly get within speargun range 
of his fish. 

The Mudsharks are holding an invita- 
tional - competition meet during the 
month of February. All diving clubs and 
individual divers in the Pacific Northwest 
are invited to participate. There will be 
prizes. For more information contact 
Gary Keffler, 535 N. 72, Seattle, Wash- 
ington. Phone SU. 0449. >» 




















THE 
Wrist Seal 


DESIGNED BY 
DICK FERG 
$5.95 
FOR CREATING A 
WATER-TIGHT SEAL 
BETWEEN RUBBER 
SUIT AND RUBBER 
GLOVES 


A PRODUCT OF 
THE 

SPEARFISHING 
SUPPLY CO. 


87-10 92nd St. 
Woodhaven 21, N. Y. 











SACRIFICE! 


3000 P.S.I. Ingersoll Compressor V-4 Wis- 
consin Engine with iter system and 2—220 
cubic foot @ 
storage bottles, 
all mounted on 
2 wheel trailer. 


Complete for 


$1250 


TERMS— 





Lyle A. Hoskins & Son 
WATERSPORTS EQUIPMENT 


Most complete water sports store in the world. 
1220 W. Coast Hwy., Newport Beach, Calif. 











42’ DIVING CRUISER 


MARAY 


Fully Equipped For Comfortable 


DIVING AND CRUISING 


FEATURES INCLUDE: 
nieio BOARDING LADDERS 


DIESEL POWERED 
6 BUNKS 
DINGHY 


WINTER CHARTER RATE $85.00 


Owner-Skipper Mart Toggweiler 


Phone: HEmlock 4-9664 (A.M.) 
Long Beach, Calif. 











LEARN DIVING 
for pleasure or profit. Lung—Shallow Water— 
Deep sea. The only Deep Sea Diving Training 
School now available for civilians in U. S. 
Learn a specialized field of training. 13 weeks 
course. Adventure, pleasure, exceptional earn- 
ings. Write for information: 
AL MIKALOW, Director 
COASTAL SCHOOL OF DIVING 

8111 McArthur Blvd. Oakland, Calif. 
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Divers Bulletin Board 


RATE: Personal notices accepted only. No 
Commercials. 10c per word. Payment must 
accompany copy before closing date, first of 
month. 


DO YOU HAVE AN AIR PROBLEM? Own a 
high pressure air compressor. Fill diving cylin- 
ders to 2200 Ib. or more in less than 4 min- 
utes. Rugged, reliable Ingersoll-Rand equip- 
ment sold at lowest prices by a diver to others 
interested in this fascinating sport. Complete 
tested instructions furnished enabling anyone 
to set up and operate a safe, fast refill plant. 
Write for details. Thomas J. Doolin, P.O. Box 
181, Key West, Florida. 


UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY pays off, 
brochure tells how. Send 3c stamp. SEA- 
HAWK PRODUCTS, Dept. 2, Box 1157, 
Coral Gables, Florida. 


ON THE FLORIDA KEYS at MARATHON 
You will find the finest spear fishing in 
America, plus the Nationally known Bartelt 
Bros. Their Seahorse Motel and the Florida 
Skin Divers Headquarters, Inc. as featured 
in the Saturday Evening Post offering a com- 
plete line of Skin Diving Equipment for sale 
and rental, compressed air, instructions, 
guiding, and used equipment for sale. Skin 
diving parties arranged in our own cruiser 
“Seahorse Too,’ also other boats. Special 
rates on air to guests staying at the Sea- 
horse Motel and discount on Motel accom- 
modations to Skin Divers. For rates and in- 
formation write Bartelt Bros., Seahorse Mo- 
tel, Marathon, Florida. 


BRAND NEW LATE MODEL Cornelius 3000 
Ib. Compressor wth 3” drive pulley. Add 
your own 2 HP motor to complete an ideal 
air supply. Only four of these left at $100.00 
each. R. D. Garrett, 3471 Weidner Avenue, 
Oceanside, New York, 


NEW NORTHILL REGULATOR, extra large 

tank w/valve, Voit Speargun Deluxe Model, 

Mask & Fins. $130.00. 30 Shot CO. Gun 
$15.00. Sport Diver Lung Comp. $50.00. 

ae Burke, 48 Surrey St., San Francisco, 
alif. 


PIRELLI full dry suit for sale. Never been 
wet. Fits man 5'10” to 6'2”. Bought a 
month ago for $80.00, sell for $49.00. Also 
two Navy Frogman type dry suits, $15.00 
each. Ken Walgren, 733 Agate Street, Pa- 
cific Beach, California, HU 8-8966. 


WANTED—Back issues of the “SKIN DIV- 
ER.” First issue Dec, 1951, July, August, 
September, October, November, and Decem- 
ber 1953. Also August 1954. Will pay 
$1.50 per issue. Send information to Rob- 
ert W. Mangine, 1950 Donner Ave., San 
Francisco 24, California. 


FOR SALE—STANDARD AQUA-LUNG and 
REGULATOR, year old, set of weights, brand 
new Snork Air (10 minute shallow water 
tank) Complete $100.00. Lewis Bell, 3640 
Johnson Ave., Bronx 63, New York. 


TRADE OR SELL — portable compressor. 
Allis-Chalmers power unit. Ingersoll-Rand 
3 stage pump, complete with filters. Mounted 
on all steel two-wheel trailer. Fills standard 
cylinders in 5 minutes. Excellent condition. 
Write, Jack Reed, 247 E. 47th St., San 
Bernardino, Calif. 
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ATTENTION THOSE INTERESTED IN MA- 
RINE SHELLS! I am a private collector and 
purchaser of a certain family of marine shells 
known as VOLUTES. If you live where these 
can be brought up alive, (So. Africa, So. 
America, Australia, Pacific Islands, etc.) and 
can obtain them either by diving, trawling, 
or contacting cray-fishermen or trawlers, 
kindly notify me by Air Mail. Wait until 
you have something to offer first, however, 
and describe exact size and condition of 
same, and state species. | do NOT buy 
Volutes in which the animal was not alive 
when collected, nor do | buy Volutes with 
any chip, however small. Further, unless 
the specimen is DISTINCTLY RARE, the 
chances are | have it, and do not require it. 
So—please let me know what you actually 
have, not what you think you can get. If 
not in my collection, and if the specimen 
was taken alive and totally unbroken, and 
cleaned properly, i.e. animal removed in such 
manner as no way adversely affects the shell, 
you will be paid a very fair price by bank- 
draft via Air Mail immediately upon receipt 
of same. Please do not send Volutes until 
we have exchanged letters. Miss Elizabeth 
M. Wistar, 200 Montgomery Avenue, Chest- 
nut Hill, Philadelphia 18, Pennsylvania, 
U.S.A. 


LETTERED SPORTSWEAR — designs made 
to order—Windbreakers . . Sweatshirts . . 
Tee Shirts . . Ties . . etc. . . for schools, 
clubs. Send for FREE booklet. Karl Smith 
Textile Printing, 2531 Central Ave., St. 
Petersburg, Florida. (WRITE TODAY.) 


SKIN DIVERS and DEALERS. See us at the 
DETROIT SPORTS, BOAT & TRAVEL 
SHOW, INC. Michigan State Fairgrounds, 
March 3rd to 11th. AQUA SPORT DIVERS, 
16015 E. Eight Mile Rd., E. Detroit, Michi- 
gan. Prescott 5-0274. 


DOUBLE CARTRIDGE CO. GUN for sale. 
Price $30.00. A big fish getter. Paul Hoss, 
12905 So. Butler, Compton, Calif. 


JOIN BAHAMA CRUISE—80 ft. schooner 
sails from Miami to Bimini, Berry Islands, 
Nassau, etc. For 10 wonderful days. Sail, 
spearfish, treasure hunt, in the world’s clear- 
est waters. $100.00 covers expenses. Write 
P.O. Box 1051, Miami Beach 39, Florida. 


AQUA-LUNG REGULATOR, 70 cu. ft. 
$90.00 Div-Air tank and regulator $75.00. 
3-medium and 6-large Dolphin suits $37.50 
each. 2-Cressi (100) spring guns $17.50 
each. 3-40 cubic ft. tanks $6.50 each. 2- 
Voit delux guns $17.50 each. J. W. Hal- 
lenbeck, 16905 Ardmore Ave., Bellflower, 
California. TO 7-3479. 


FOR SALE—tLarge Bel-Aqua, Front entry 
suit, brand new—$55.00. Joe Pizzo, 3541 
N. Lowell, Chicago 41, Ill. 


NEW AQUA-LUNG—2 stage, 70 cu. ft. 
tank, 5 min. reserve valve, harness. Used 
only three hours. $90.00. H. Penny, 7844 
Da Costa St., Downey, Calif. TO 1-5442. 


COMPRESSOR: Ingersoll-Rand model 3321, 
four cylinder, three stage, government over- 
hauled and run in, complete with instruction 
manual, Just what the doctor ordered for 
filling your diving tanks to 2000 psi. Guar- 
anteed to satisfy. $265 F.O.B. Chicago. Glen 
Strauss, 3723 Harrison, Brookfield, Ill. 
Phone Hunter 5-8323. 


WANTED—Silent or active partner to in- 
vest in permanent, interesting skin diving 
venture abroad. Write, VENTURE, c/o The 
Skin Diver, Box 128-X, Lynwood, California. 


FINEST REEF DIVING & FISHING—isla- 
morada, 73 miles south of Miami across the 
bridge from Theater of the Sea. EXPERI. 
ENCED diver operator and instructor at 
WHALE HARBOR SPORT DIVING & AIR 
STATION. Cruiser equipped with SUB. 
PLANE. Complete diving equipment for rent 
or sale. MIAMI PRICES. Boats and motors 
for rent. COMPRESSED AIR REFILLS. Write 
or call Capt. Hugh Brown, Matecumbe 9013, 


“SKIN DIVER” MATERIAL NEEDED 


COMPRESSED AIR STATIONS—Duc to 
the many requests from the readership this 
magazine is going to list all of the Com- 
pressed Air Stations in the nation as soon as 
they are gathered and compiled. This in‘or- 
mation must come from the stations and from 
the divers. We would like for you to send us 
a postcard, mention COMPRESSED AIR on 
the face, giving the name of the company 
or store, the address, the type of compressor, 
the hours they are open and the price charged 
for the various sized tanks. The list wil’ be 
utilized by Scuba divers throughout the coun- 
try and in some cases will enable them to 
more thoroughly plan their vacation and <iv- 
ing trips. Also it will be helpful in our office 
in answering the multitude of letters we re- 
ceive regarding ‘‘Where can | get some air?” 
Write to us, we are waiting for your card, 
Compressed Air, THE SKIN DIVER MAGA. 
ZINE, P.O. Box 128, Lynwood, California. 


SPECIAL — Misc. equipment. Cressi Tor- 
pedine, $25. New Barracuda CO* gun, never 
in water, $45. Cressi Cernia, $20. Aqua-Lung 
regulator and two tanks, $75. Spearfisher- 
man “Shortie” suit, excellent condition, $20. 
R. Vanfleet, 7615 Happy St., Box 152, 
Hollydale, Calif. Phone ME. 3-1272. 





The New 


DOLPHIN SUIT 


A New & 
Exclusive 
Pocket Entry 
Suit 


Completely Dry 
Type — 2 Ply 
— Gum Rubber 
— Fused 
Tapered Seams 
— Seamless 
Molded Boots 


Available for 
men & women 
in sm., med., 
Ige. & custom 
sizes 
Without Hood 
optional 


ONLY $49.95 





ENTERPRISES 


Dolphin Underwater Exposure om | 





9642 E. Artesia Blvd., Bellflower, Calif 
TOrrey 6-2185 
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Used and Approved by the U.S. Navy 


The romance of skin diving and the mysteries of the deep can now 
be yours. It is proven 100% safe. 


“AQUA LUNG” Scuba is now the standard of the world. You have 
seen it used exclusively in such motion pictures as “Underwater” and 


“20,000 Leagues Under The Sea.’ 


Send For These Booklets Today! 


DIVING CATALOG. Illustrating all the latest diving equipment: “Aqua 
Lungs”, Frogman Suits, Masks, Spearguns, and accessories 15 each. 


“SELF-CONTAINED DIVING” handbook explaining diving proce- 
dures and underwater safety measures now only .25 each. 


U. S. DIVERS CORP. DEPT. SK @ 11201 W. PICO BLVD. @ LOS ANGELES 64 @ CALIFORNIA 


er, Calif. 
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Scott My dro Fas 


‘World's finest self-contained underwater breathing equipment 


You have a new sense of freedom as you 
swim through beautiful underwater gar- 
dens. You'll find the Scot. HYDRO-PAK 
the perfect answer for underwater spear- 
fishing, photography, salvage, exploration 
Or marine repair work. 


The big 514” picture window safety glass 
lens of the HYDRO-PAK mask aftords 
crystal clear vision. d you will like the 
HYDRO-PAK'’s tough breathing hose. It's 
safer because it is super strong and out of 
the way where it can't be snagged. 


Come along for a thrilling adventure! 


The underwater world is like a strange, 
new planet where you leisurely fly 


through a liquid atmosphere. Exotically 


beautiful plants of wondrous shapes and 


colors are everywhere to add to your 


pleasure. 


You'll be swimming in many different 
positions underwater. That's when you'll 
appreciate the famous Scott Demand Air 
Regulator. It is scientifically located on 
the mask for easiest possible breathing 
balance at any depth—=in any position 
without constant flow. 


Back on the beach it’s easy to take the 
Scott Air Regulator apart for a quick 
cleaning and a necessary safety check. No 
tools are required. The regulator's metal 
parts are of stainless steel for the ultimate 
in corrosion-resistance and dependability. 


Before submerging, we close the 
“Econo-Miser’”. Leave it open when 

of water to conserve the air supply. If \ ow 
forget to turn it off when you submerge, 
escaping air bubbles act as a gentle 
reminder to close it; however, 

enters the mask. 


The wide-band harness and back plate fits 
snugly and comfortably in or out of 
water. Special adjustment and quick 
release devices insure perfect fit and safety. 
The Scott Air-Reserve device signals when 
14 of the air supply remains. A foolproof 
reserve knob turns one way only, and with 
a distinct click. 


for complete information! 


SCOTT AVIATION COR 


8301 ERIE STREET LANCASTER, 


Only Scott offers nationwide sales, servic 
and air recharging facilities 
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